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The present treatise is. a continuation 
of some remarks formerly published concern- 
ing the experience of a true Christian^ who^ 
qiiickened by the spirit of life in Christ Jesusy 
lives by faithy and who is enabled to go for- 
iDard in his walk by the faith of the Son of 
God. There was one volume upon this sub- 
jectj entitledy The Life of Faithy and some 
years after^ two volumes on The fFlalk of 
Faith : In which the divine helps and sup- 
ports were considered, great and many, not 
only for the establishment of believers in the 
way J but also for their happiness every step 
ofity that they might rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways , yea, with such a fulness of joy, as to 
make them triumph in the God of their sal- 
vation. 

This is the grand gospel privilege, which is 
granted to believers, as believers, and pro- 
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mised to fhem in the freest and fullest manner 
that any grant can be conveyed^ springing 
from sovereign grace in the giver j ahd receive 
ed not from any qualification in themselves^ 
but entirely from his own bounty^ continued 
and increased with all the rich and ripe fruits 
of faith to the praise of the glory of the grace 
of God. 

It has been long observed^ and much lament* 
ed^that there are very few of these happy be^ , 
lieversj who give such a perfect credit to the 
promises of God in Christy as to rest their 
hearts upon his faithfulness without any doubt 
or wavering : They do not trust so far as the 
promises warrant ihem^ which stops the ex- 
&cise offaithj and hinders the growth of the 
Spiritual life. Weak faith has Kttle fruit. 
Strong faith improves love to God^ loving obe* 
diencCj patient sufferings persevering war- 
fare^ and the other fruits of the Spirit. In* 
deed for this very purpose it is commanded^ 
that we might trust and not be afraid ; and 
there are promises made to them who obey the 
command^ and all things promised are possi- 
ble to them who believe. For there is strength 



sufficient in the promiser to make faith grow^ 
yea, to make it grow exceedingly : and he 
has done i/, giving tis a happy instance in the 
church of the Thessalonians, in which perse- 
cution raged, but faith was victorious, andpa^ 
tience triumphant. It has pleased God to give 
us in the scriptures many encouragements for 
the growth of faith, which are in thefolloW' 
ing treatise set before the reader ; that we 
may honour his word, and trust in it at all 

times, especially wlwn appearances make 
against their being fulfilled. Then it is high 
worship, against hope to believe in hope, as 
the father of the faithful did: and they are 
his children, and follow the steps ofhisfaith^ 
who, when sin is felt in its defilement ^ in its 
guilt, in the sense of inward corruptions, and 
of strong temptations, in the many troubles of 
life, in the infirmities of age, and in the ap- 
proach of death, put their whole trust and con- 
fidence in the promises vfGod^ Nothing else 
is appointed, either to bring, in, the peace of 
God to the conscience, or to keep it in. God 
only in such trials can be a safe refuge, and a 
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sure defence ; and faith^ looking at what he 
has engaged to gwe^ secures the promised help 
to the glory of God* Under these several heads 
something is here offered from the scriptures 
of truth to encourage a more steadfast reliance 
on the divine faithfulness^ than one commonly 
meets with. And what is said upon each head 
is here set before the reader ^ on the authority 
ofGod^s word^ and is also followed withfer- 
vent prayer, that the end of publishing this 
treatise may be answered^ even^ that thesrcip^^ 
tural faith may be hereby increased^ that it 
may abound yet more and more, and in such 
a great degree, as may bring the highest glo» 
ry to God, the truest holiness to the heart, and 
the happiest experience in the life, and in the 
warfare of the Christian. May the gracious 
Lord, who is the author and finisher of the 
faith^ accompany it with his Spirit to the ad- 
vancement of his own praise, and to the edifi-* 
cation of his own people. To him who keep^ 
eth promise for ever, be glory in the churchy 
through Christ JesuSj world without end. 
Amen. 
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HERE there has been war, a tri* 
umph supposes a battle to have been fought, 
a victory to have been obtained, and the 
great rejoicings of the conquerors upon this 
occasion. The Christian has his matter of 
triumph, but it is spiritual. It is always in 
Christ, the captain of his salvation. So it is 
written — " Thanks be to God, who always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ.'' The apos- 
tle is speaking of his preaching the gospel. 
He carried the sweet savour of Jesus' name 
from place to place ; but it was not always 
received as a joyful sound, nor welcomed 
as it deserved. He met with great opposi- 
tion. The Holy Ghost witnessed that in 
every city, bonds and afflictions awaited him. 
As these abounded, ^ace did much more 
abound. For he was carried on through 
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persecutions, imprisonment, stoning, whip- 
ping, perils of various kinds, suffered for 
Christ, and Christ made him victorious over 
them all. He not only enabled Paul to con- 
quer, but also made him more than con- 
queror : he was the blessed instrument of 
pulling down the strong holds of sin and 
Satan, and of setting up in the world that 
kingdom of Jesus, which is flourishing to 
this day, and which will triumph to eternity. 
A poor weak man had all the Roman empire 
5igainst him, but he did wonders. Through 
Christ strengthening him, he went on con- 
quering and to conquer : and to Christ he 
gives all the glory ; acknowledging that the 
gospel, his preaching it, and the success of 
it, was of God, the excellency of the power 
was of God. ** Thanks be unto God, who 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ.'* 
He, for us men, and for our salvation^ came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate, that 
as our surety he might live, and die and con- 
quer for us. It was to the everlasting ho- 
nour of his grace and mercy, that he would 
engage in this war, and undertake to deliver 



his people from the tyranny of their enemies. 
They were in bondage to sin — sold under 
sin — enslaved to divers lusts and pleasures 
— living according to the course of this 
world — according to'the prince of the pow- 
er of the air, the wicked spirit, who now 
worketh effectually in the children of diso* 
bedience. These tyrants were leading them 
captive at their will, hoping soon to have 
them dielivcred over to death, and then to 
everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
In this miserable state, under sin — under 
condemnation, we all were — guilty and help- 
less — not only without any means of deliver- 
ance in our own power, but without any de- 
sire of it, being tempted to dream of liberty, 
while we were tied and bound with the chain 
of our sins, and fancying that we were free, 
even while our enemies were waiting to ex- 
ercise their utmost malice against us, by 
binding us with chains of everlasting dark- 
ness. O ! what mercies — what compassions 
are in our God — in our Jesus ! He remem- 
bered us in this our low estate, and manifest. 
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cd the exceeding riches of his.grace, in com- 
ing from heaven to save his people from their 
sins. To this end Jehovah was manifested in 
the flesh, as it is written, Jer. I, 33, 34. *^The 
children of Israel, and the children of Judah 
were oppre ssed together, and all that took 
them captives held them fast, and refused to 
let them go : But their Redeemer is strong, the 
Lord of hosts is his name, he shall thoroughly 
plead their cause. ' ' He made all our enemies 
his own, and fought our battles against them. 
.He obeyed, that the broken law which stood 
against us might be magnified by his obedi. 
cnce : The penalties pf it he endured, when 
the Lord laid upon him the iniquities of us 
all. His cross was his triumphal chariot, on 
which he vanquished all our foes. Col. ii. 14, 
15. He blotted out the hand writing of or. 
dinances, that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, and he took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross. And having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in that 
same cross. By dying on it he put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself, and by his rising 
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from the dead on the third day, according to 
the scriptures, he overcame death, and him 
that had the power of death, that is the devil. 
And now as God-man in one Christ, the al- 
mighty Saviour of his redeemed, he is seated 
upon his throne of grace, all his enemies be- 
ing made his foot- stool, he is able to save to 
the uttermost all that come unto God by him. 
Such was the battle which the Redeemer 
fought. Such was the victory which he ob- 
tained. The important news of it is the sub- 
stance of that blessed gospel, which he or- 
dered his apostles to preach to every creature, 
and which he promised to assist them in, and 
to be with them for that purpose to the end 
of the world. He is as good as his word to 
this day. Still faith cometh by hearing it. 
The Holy Spirit witnesses to it, that it is the 
truth of God, and he applies it, and makes 
it the power of God unto salvation. He en- 
ables the hearers to mix such faith with it 
that they receive, and enjoy the happy fruits 
of Christ's victory. Once they were dead 
in trespasses and sins, but now Christ hath 
quickened them. They were guilty, and 
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bound over to condemnation ; but the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath freed 
them from the law of sin and of death* Once 
they walked after the course of this world, 
but now they walk with God. Their old 
enemies are sdll fighting against them, and 
watching for their destruction ; but they are 
enabled to gain daily victory over thenr, over 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, through 
the strength of Jesus, and through the power 
of his might. Their wants are many, and 
they are daily made more sensible of them ; 
but they have an abundant supply of every 
tlung that pertains to life and godliness, out 
of the infinite fulness of God, their Saviour. 
Thus far the three volumes went, which 
were formerly published upon this subject, 
entitled. The Life of Faith, and The Walk 
(f Faith. The present treatise relates to the 
improvement of the former doctrines, con- 
sido-ing the scripture motii^es and encour- 
ag^nents for believer's rejoicing always in 
the Lord, and triumphing in the God of hi^ 
salvation. The ground oi his triumph is Ihe 
work of Christ. His warrant to depend upon 
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it, is the word of Christ : and his actual de^ 
pendence is the work of the Spirit of Christ. 
Building upon these principles, he is com- 
•manded to go on from faith to faith, still 
pressing forward that he may see more clear- 
ly the glory of the person, and the glory of 
the work of Christ ; what he is to trust in for 
his title to salvation, and for the things 
which accompany salvation, and may by eve- 
ry day's experience be growing into a more 
settled dependence upon the word of Christ, 
and upon his faithfulness to fulfil it : and 
thereby may be learning to expect constant 
supplies, and according as his faith increases 
receiving greater supplies of the power of the 
^>irit of Christ : that the God of hope may 
iiU him with all joy and peace in believing, 
that he may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. And we have an encourag- 
ing example in the Thessalonians who had 
great trials, and met them with great faith. 
The apostle commended it highly, but by 
l^ractice it had so improved, that having oc- 
CAsion to mention it some time afterwards, 
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he says — " We are bound to thank God al- 
ways for you, brethren, as it is meet, because 
that your faith groweth exceedingly.'' We 
have the same promises, and the same helps, 
as they had — promises exceeding great and 
exeeding precious, containing a free grant in 
Christ of all spiritual blessings — a full war- 
rant to make use of them for life and godli- 
ness, with commands and encouragements to 
trust and not be afraid of any enemies, or of 
any dangers : Because he is faithful who has' 
promised to be with them — to guide thetn 
with his counsel— to keep them safe by his 
power— to bless them with his love— and 
never to leave them nor forsake them : so 
that in all difficulties and troubles, they may 
go on their way rejoicing, until faith and pa- 
tience have done their perfect work. To this 
purpose, a Divine, whose praise is in all the 
churches, hais given his testimony : " It is 
an everlasting spring of comfort, and encour- 
agement unto the people of God, both in 
prayer, and unto prayer ; they pray to him, 
who is mighty, mighty to do what they pray 
for. The Lord's promises are our richest 
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inheritances, and that not only because h^ 
hath promised greater and better things than 
are in the compass of any man's power to 
make good, or in the compass of any man's 
understanding to comprehend ; but because 
he will certainly be as good in performance, 
as he hath been in promise : for he is in one 
mind concerning all that he hath promised. 
He will be merciful as he hath promised, and 
pardon sin, as he hath promised, and sancti- 
fy all our troubles, as he hath promised ; he 
will give us his Spirit, as he hath promised, 
and save us eternally, as he hath promised." 
A great Layman thus confirms the same 
truth — " Were God but believed in what he 
says, all the temptations of Satan, and the 
doubtings of our unbelieving hearts, would 
be silenced and brought to nothing. What 
exceeding folly is it in our hearts, that God, 
who never deceived any that trusted in him, 
should be distrusted by any, and not believ- 
ed by all. He is the God of truth : so is his 
word the word of truth. And not any soul, 
that ever tried God by trusting him upon his 
word, but found him so. Oh ! then take 
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God's Word, and our hearts^ will be quiet« 
Though the heathen do rage, yet they ima- 
gine but a vain thing. In this glorious doc- 
trine, free grace in God is the fountain, full 
satisfaction to divine justice the way, but 
perfect salvation and redemption to all his 
elect body in Christ, the end. And truly 
when a soul can say, My Beloved is mine,, 
and I am his, he hath spoken all at once. I 
know no other light nor rule, but the word 
and Spirit to make out any thing of God to 
any Soul. The glory of the great day will 
be-^God is mine^ and I am his." 
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CHAP. 11. 

Some scripture encouragements for the 
triumph of faith. 

x\LL the old testament words which we 
translate triumph^ signify great joy felt in 
the heart, and expressed outwardly in word 
or deed ; a jubilee of joy, even joy in the 
highest, as near as it can be to the joy of 
heaven. In the new testament the word is 
used but twice : First, for what Christ en- 
gaged to do for us, and secondly for what 
Christ engaged to do in us. For us he un- 
dertook to fight our battles against all our en- 
emies — sin, the world, Satan, death and hell. 
And the Captain of our salvation has gained 
a complete victory, and had a most glorious 
triumph over them in his own person — when 
he blotted oiit the hand writing of ordinances 
^at was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and he took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross : and having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, he made a show of them 
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openly, triumphing over them in that same 
cross. And he still goes on conquering and 
to conquer. By the preaching of his cross 
and passion, his resurrection and ascension, 
he is to this very day exalting the lionours of 
his victory and triumph in the hearts and lives 
of his redeemed, giving them such a shar^ in 
his conquests, that they ought to be evet 
praising him with joyful lips. Now thanks 
be unto God, who always causeth us to tri- 
umph in Christ. This ^vas the apostle's hap- 
py experience. He found that the gospel, 
and his preaching of it^ and the great success 
which attended it> were the fruits of Christ's 
presence with him, and blessing upon him : 
Therefore to him he gavfe all the glory. So 
do we still. We scfe the triumphs of the cross 
^read far and wide, and we prais6 him for 
our day of gospel grace. The crucified Sa- 
viour in his majesty rides on prosperously in 
the chariots of salvation, and his enemies fall 
under him. In the day e)f his pbwer he makes 
them a willing people. They submit to his 
sceptre, and acknowtedge him to be th^i* 
Lord and their God. Under his banner they 
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fight the good figlit of faith, and they d^ly 
conquer, yea, they are more than conquerors 
through him who loveth them, crowned con- 
querors iti ^ory everlasting* Thus it ap^ 
pears that the trivrm|>h of the Head includes 
the triumph of his members. The fountaifi 
from whence Springs their present and their 
eternal joy, is God— Ood in Christ. They 
glory in the victories of the God*man : be- 
cause of hi^ commandment ; because of his 
firee-promise, which is a perfect warrant for 
the fullest confidence : and because of his 
goodness, truth, and power, which are bound 
to fnlfil all his engagements. Looking to these 
infallible securities, the believer's heart is 
estaWished, trusting in the Lord. Being of the 
true circumcision, he wbuldputnbconfidence 
i«i the flesh, but would be daily crucifying it 
-with its affections and lusts, and bringing aH 
hig^ Noughts of self to the obedience of 
Christ. If he has been long standing in the 
£aidi— 4m old christian— if he has received 
much consolation from his Lord^-*K)r has beefi 
Very at^ve and sticeessful in his service ; his 
tW6t isntvtilt in himself. The groimd <3ff his 
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believing is always one and the same. He 
has no new doctrine to learn : no new war- 
rant to encourage him to believe. The word 
of God — thus saith the Lord, is always suf- 
ficient : and ought to draw forth the fullest 
credit, that can possibly be given to the tes- 
timony of the God of truth. What was ad- 
vanced before in the L^e of Faith^ and in 
the JFalk of Faith j is taken for granted in 
the present treatise. Here is no new doc- 
trine. Salvation is in Chi'ist Jesus, and in 
no other. . I am, says he, the truths the one 
saving truth, like himself, the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. One Lord, one 
faith, one salvation. And whoever believes 
this aright is in a safe state, in which there 
is no change with respect to God ; no varia- 
bleness, or shadow of turning. Whatever his 
own apprehensions may be, the word of the 
Lord endurcth for ever. He may be tempt- 
ed in a legal hour to cast away his confidence^ 
but the counsel of the Lord shall stand. He 
may change, but I, saith God, change not» 
For the gracious gifts and calling of God 
are without repentance — ^they are such that 
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k cannot repent him of bestowing thenif oi* 
of continuing them, when c>nee bestoy?«d. 
As the believeir has no new truth to learn, 
only to improve the principles of th^ dcKj- 
trine of Christ ; so he Jias no new title to 
expect. Under the free grant and gift, ol 
God, salvation comes to him of grace, in the 
iiK>st sovereign way that can be conoeived.^ 
And his warrant to receive it ife the divih^ 
command ; and whtfn he hte been encA^led 
to receive it by the obefdieitce of faith, the 
divine promisd asi^ilfcs himy idiat he shall not 
perish for his sins, but that he shall hav^ 
everlasting life* Believing the ptoteise is the 
best title that possibly can be tb this salva<* 
tion i for we are saved freely by grslce!^ 
through faitb, and thftt not ^ oui'selves, neU 
ther saivutipn nor faith ; both are the giftH 
of God. And utid6r the title all the blessmgd 
which acGdmpany salvatioil are included,^ 
all th6 thifi^ which are freely given to us of 
God<<^a sufficiency of present grace, and the 
full possession of eternal glory. Tins is the 
good old foundation, upon which the heirs of 
promise have always built their faith and 



22 

hope. Ttey knew, that all fulness. was i» 
Christ for their use and enjoyment : and 
they were persuaded, that they should ho- 
nour him most, by believing this with the 
strongest certainty. They could not trust 
too soon, nor too much, to his faithfulness. 
And therefore they come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that they may receive out of his 
fulness at all times, for all things, for body 
and soul, for earth and heaven, what they 
wanted, and what he had promised. The 
more they live thus by faith, they will expe- 
rience more occasion to rejoice in the Lord : 
and to find that his arm to fulfil will always 
go as far as his promise, even to bless the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual bles- 
sings in heavenly things in Christ. This in- 
deed is strong faith; but it is the gift of a 
strong God : it does not depend, in the least, ' 
on what the believer can do for himself, but 
on what the almighty has engaged to do for 
him, and in him, and by him : for he re- 
quires and commands it in this high degree. 
There is grace sufficient to bring it into use 
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^nd practice, as far as the commands ga ; all 
things promised being possible to him that 
believeth. And they who have trusted most 
to the faithfulness of God, who against hope 
believed in hope, have experienced that God 
did never leave them nor forsake them. He 
magnified his word above all his name. 
There he has made his name to shine forth, 
and all his attributes are magnified in their 
greatest perfection. The believers on earth , 
and the saints in heaven, praise God for his 
word : because it is the instrument of his 
Spirit, by which he bestows grace, and ac- 
cording to which, he gives glory. The ful- 
filling of his word runs through time, and 
will run through eternity. Blessed be God 
for bis word of promise : Blessed be the 
Lord, that it will be fulfilling for ever and 
ever. This being the case, it becomes ne- 
cessary to inquire into the divine records, 
and to see what a full warrant God has giv- 
en us to trust and not be afraid : and this to 
every believer, there being the same ground 
to believe with the strongest faith, as to be- 
lieve at all. 
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• This inquiry is the more necessary, be- 
cause of the place iM^ch £aith holds ia^ oiir re- 
llgioiu It reaches to die whole of it : 6o that 
nothing is good before God, however fair and 
specious it majr cippear to m^n, withouit it. 
The .conscience, the heart, and its affections, 
ace purified only by faith. All duties, for 
thedr right motive, and for their acceptance, 
depend uposi it* Without faith it is impossi- 
ble to please God. No trials and afflictions 
can be patiently and pr<^tably endured, un- 
less fi^iith be in exercise. Our whole warfare 
is cairriied on, j^nd canbe, by our beifig -strong 
inthe Lord, and fighting in the power of his 
iHiight,.a(ad finished victoriously only by^aith. 
Indeed it entecs so much into every thing 
wfaei?ein we haore :to do with 'God, that the 
strengthening of it is the strei^thening of 
eyery odier grace ; which are weak or vi- 
gorous according as more xx less faith enters 
into them. And therefore the scripture ^en- 
couragements for our growth in faith should 
be well weighed with much prayer, frequent 
meditation, and thanksgivii^, that they may 
have their proper effect upon the believer's 
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hesrt and life. And as this can be done on- 
Vf by power from on high ; assbtance must 
ever be sougbl from thence, and depended 
upon. The Hofy 8^it is the very breath 
of spiritual Ufe, and of all spiritual activity. 
Every godly motion of the hesat is from his 
holy inspiratidn. So the scripture teaches : 
2 Corw iii. 5, ** Not that we (even apostles) 
are sufficient of ourselres, to think any thing 
as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is -of 
6od.'^ So we are taught to pray : O Lord, 
firom wbom all good things do come, grant 
td u»thy humble servants, ^at by thy holy 
inspiration we m^y think those things' that 
be good, and by thy merciful guiding 'may^ 
perform the same, through our Lord Jesus 
Chx&st. Amen. Fifth Sunday after Easter, 
and again, the nineteenth Sunday after Trini- 
ty « OGod ! forasmuch as without thee we are 
not able toj^ase' thee^ merctfuUy grant that 
thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts, through Jesus Chriis^ our 
Lord. Ameri. 
A giieait Divme has thM e:!&pre8sed the 

same sentiments. 
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<* In those who ar^ truly converted, all sav-' 
ing truths are transcribed out ofthe scripture 
into their hearts. They are taught of God ; 
^ as they find all truths, bc^h cpncenung 
the estate, and the gracious and happy estate 
of roan, in themselves. They carry a body 
of^ divinity in them, and fibout them ; so as 
from a saving feeling they can spea]i( of con- 
version, of grace, of th? Spirit, &c. and from 
tlus acquaintance are reiidy to yield and giv^ 
up themselves to truth revealed, and to God; 
speaking by it. And thus a man-may know 
hh estate before God, by his reljjsh for the 
Vorjd. There is a heavenly and divine re- 
lish in the word of God ; as f<^ instaUiOe — ' 
Take the doctrine: gf his ;pjPDvidence,. that all 
things shall work together for the best to 
them that love God ;. What a sweet ^vrardis 
this I A whole kingdom is nqt worth thb pro- 
QiketrnThat whatever befals ^a rC^istian in 
this, worlds thereis.ftn civerriiUftg Providence 
to sway all to good,, ^o help forward his eter- 
nal good — ^that Christ will be present with 
us in all cpnditipfis — that he y^ili give us 
his Holy Spirit— that when we confess our 
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sins^, and lay them opttij he is merciful to for- 
give them — that if our sins ♦^ were red as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as wool. What 
kind of incredible sweetness is in these to a 
heart that is prepared for these comforts ? 
The doctrines of reconciliation, of adoption^ 
of glory to come, of the offices of Christ, and 
such like ; how sweet are they ? They relish 
wonderfully to a sanctified soul. These 
truths that come out of the mouth of Christ, 
and out of the ministry concerning Christy 
they are most sweet of all. Oh how sweet 
were these words to the poor man — Thy 
pns are jfbrgiven thee. Do you think they 
went not to his heart ? The best discovery 
of a true affection to Christ, and of a true 
state in grace, is from our affection to the 
word of Christ. Wherever there is an inter^ 
est in Christ, there is an high respect to the 
word." 

A believer trusting to these helps, and 
making a diligent use of these means, in 
reading the charter of grace, will find such 
a faith frequently described and required, as 
relies dn the truth of God without doubt os 
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wavering, as depends on his faithfulness to 
his promises, with the fullest confidence oi 
the heart, and waits on his fufiUitig then^ 
steadfastly persuaded that he has spoken no* 
thing with his mouth but what he will infal^* 
libly make good with his arm. 

All the gifts and graces of God come to us 
in his promises, and cannot be received or 
enjoyed but in the way of believing. What 
then can be a greater encouragement not to 
stagger at any promise through unbeli^f^ 
than that Ood has declared it is a service well 
pleasing and acceptable to him. It is high 
worship to be strohg in faith, giving glory 
to God : for it is a gift of his love, and a 
grace of his Spirit, and his own special work 
in the hearts of his people. In the day of his 
power he makes them willing, and he ena^^ 
bles them to set to their seal, that God is true. 
So we read — " by faith in Christ, Enoch 
walked with God, and he had this testimo- 
ny, that he pleased God, but without this 
faith it is impossible to please him ;" There- 
fore Enoch's state, and his walk, and his 
translation, were all by faith. Now we know. 
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that the judgement of God is according to 
truth, and he has declared in the word of 
truth, that whatsoever is not of faith is sin* 
So that it is impossible it should please a 
most holy God ; who has magnified his word 
above all his name, and who delights to see 
his people do the same ; magnifying it, by 
giving it the fullest credit of their hearts, and 
the most perfect dependence of their lives. 

He has also required this by his express 
command : This is his commandment, that 
we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, who has said, " Ye believe in 
God, believe also in me,*^' with the same 
faith, and with the same worship : and when 
the jailor inquired of Paul and Silas^ Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ? they answer, 
ed — Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, anjl 
thou shalt be saved. And thia belief is com- 
manded in very trying circui^istances^ when 
the outward supports offaith'seem to fail,;and 
the inward comforts are at a very low ebb : 
f ^ Who is among you that feareth th^ Lord,* 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
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walkelh in darkness, and hath no light ? kt 
hiru trust in the name of the Lord^ and stay 
upon his God,"-— his God still. That rela* 
tion is always the same ; and so are the bles* 
sings which are included in it, and which 
he cannot fail to bestow upon them who 
honour his word in such trials of their faith> 
that against hope they believe in hope: for 
blessed are all they who put their trust in 
him. 

For the farther confirmation of their faith, 
he has strengthened his commands, with the 
most encouraging promises of grace to help 
in every time of need. Ask and ye shall 
have : for he giveth to all askers liberally, 
and upbraideth not^ comie they ever so often, 
or ask ever so much : yea, our heavenly Fa*, 
ther will give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him ; and his influence goes as far as 
any promise, fyt he is the mighty power of 
<Jod unto salvation to every one that beKev- 
€th. Whaftever is pi'omfsed, he is almighty 
to fWliiL So we read when our Lord cursed 
I * Ae barren fig t^ee, the apostles marveHedi 
that it presently withered away. Jesus an* 
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svrcred and said unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, if ye have faith and doubt not, ye shall 
not only do this which is done to the fig tree,- 
but also if ye shall say unto this mountain^ 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into th«^ 
sea ; it shall be done ; and all things what- 
soever ye shall ask in prayer believing, ye 
shall recfeive ; for ' believing honours th^ 
truth of the promiser, and asking in prayer 
for tht fulfilling of it, engages and securesf 
the promised grace. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much ; so 
much, that the prayer of faith has opened 
and shut heaven. It has done wonders in re- 
moving mountains of difficulties, and con- 
quering hosts of foes, which rendered it 
Seemingly impossible that the word of God 
should be established. But faith gained the 
victory, and triumphed gloriously* 
• It has pleased God alsa to c6Dfirm all these 
iirgiiments, by revealmg the motive oft 
which he made the' promises. It was loVe. 
They are all free gracie ^romi^es. Ih h\» 
counsels, in the revealing them, inthe ftilfit 
Usig tSietoH ky^^recffi^he whole/ They 
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are discoveries of what is in. the Father's 
heart to his. children, and ar^ the meansi of 
conveying his fatherly blessings, especial- 
ly such a persuasion of his love to them, as 
will work love to him, and they work by 
love. For we love him, because he first lov- 
ed us : therefore he speaks to them comfort- 
ably, addressing himself to them in the ten- 
derest, compassion, and calling them by the 
dearest names — his chosen — ^his beloved — 
his adopted — his children — his friends—^ 
heirs, heirs of God — joint heirs with Christ, 
who is Lord of all— his peculiar treasure — 
his portion. These, and many other endear- 
ing names, are intended to convince them of 
his love, and jto win, and engage their hearts 
in love to him ; that when it is given them 
to believe the truth of his promises, they 
might be certain of their fulfilmient. God is 
love : he deKght^th in his people* His heart 
^s iSO set uppn them, that in hia dealings with 
them, love has the appointing, the directing^ 
an4 the blessing of all. His love to them 
had no beginning, and it will have no end. 
It bestows on the happy objects ofit^ ^ace, 
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and h secured to' them giory* Love has 
crowned their Head. And love will crowA 
all his members. For out of his fulness they 
are mo^ freely invited to come and take all 
spiritual blessings, as the earnest of eternals 
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
b^^totved upon them! who can bl^tii^vfe il^ 
and n6t love him again ? 

It has pleased God also to give us sotue eic<« 
atnples of his singular favour, to them who 
acted strong faith, and to whom he ther^for^ 
administered strong consolation. The apos-^ 
tie says, ♦* That whatsoever things were writ-* 
teri aforetime were written for our learnings 
that we through patience and c6mf(»t of the 
scriptures might have hope." And then be 
prays, " Now the God off hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that ye tn^y 
abound in hope, by the power of the Holy- 
Ghost.*' And when the Holy Ghost gives 
it this blessed effect, he always fills the heart 
with gratitude and thankfulness. Thus it 
operated in the day when the believer was 
enabled to say, ** O Lord, I will prafse thee ; 
though thou wast angry with me, thine an- 
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^r is turned away, and thou hast comforted 
me. Behold, God is my salvation, I will 
trust and not be afraid ; for the. Lord Jeho- 
vah is my strength and my song, he also is 
{>ecome my salvation. Therefore with joy 
jshall ye draw . water out of the fountain df 
solvation,*' . O what reviving cordials did 
the father of the faithful draw out of it ! who 
againi^t hope believed in hope, that he should 
become the father of many nations, accord- 
ing to that which was spoken : " So shall 
thy seed be ; And being not weak in faith^ 
he considered not his own body now dead/ 
^leither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb : 
he staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strong in faith^ 
giving gloty to God : *' and being fully per- 
suaded, that what he hid promised^ he was 
able also to perform* For this heroic faith, 
t^eis celebrated in scripture, and proposed ta 
us for an example. One of his children wa$ 
enabled to follow close the steps of his faith^ 
through a life of continual and great suffer- 
ings, and to triumph in the prospect of a vi- 
olent death. " I am now ready to be offer- 
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ed up, and the time of my departute is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight : ! have fi«' 
Hished my course: I have kept the faith.^ 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown' 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the rights 
eous judge, will give me m that day, and not 
to me only, but unto all them that lote bis 
appearing." 

' We have another example given u^ in th6 
^ty^sixth Psalm. On whatever occasion 
the prophet indited it, the Spirit of prophecy 
teaches us to ^]^y it to the Soti of David^ 
whoi is Christ the' Lord; it describes his 
great tiials, and continual peri^cutions^, ind 
his inyisibiei felithv by which he was- carried 
through them^ when all the wbrld^was against^ 
him. The whole P$alm is a prayer' made up 
of the mo^fperfect trust. and'Cdttfidence in 
the fkidifulness' of God to-his wok-d ; and he 
dssuiiesxJiimself that heaven and' eatth* shall 
piss a,^ay ^ beforc 6ne jot or tittle of it could 
fail. He had enemies many, mighty, cuA- 
nii^,. cruel, Vmited togethei^ to destroy himV 
Actsriv. 27v but his heart was established,^ 
trusting in the Lord. He read, he knefw^ he* 



36 

belkved the promises made to him, asid, 
^thoul doubt or wavering, he waited for tliC' 
fjllfilUng of them. Thus he vbw«d the Fa-. 
lit^r!$ . Qovenant etagagem^uts, who Jnad de-^ 
dared ; ^^ Thus sakh God the Locd, he that 
created the heavens, aaad stretched them oat^ 
he Cl^t spread forth the earth, and that which 
cometh out of it : He that giveth breath un*. 
to the people <up€iiif it^ and spirit to them that 
walk therein : . I the Lord have called thee, 
in righteousness, and I will hold thy hdpdy 
I will keeptibee, and twiU^ give thee fibr a. 
covenant c^ the people^'] 8sg* On this rodk 
lie built \m Mih^ and could not be moved. 
*f Th/5 Lord Qod>^' says he, " hath opened 
mi^ie ear, and I was, not rebelUxMis^ neither 
twned away back : I gave my back to. the 
i^iliitere,: ^d miy cheeks to thein that, pluck* 
ed; oft the hair : I hid iK)t my ^ face firom 
$hamQ and spitting; for the Loffd GodiwUfc 
help me, therefore shall I not be confound* 
ed ; therefore have I set my face like, a flinty. 
suM^t I know that I shall not be adipimed : He 
isr nffat.that justifiedx me ; who w^ contend 
with me ? Let us stand together. Who, is. 
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mine adversary ? Let him come near to me. 
Behold the Lord God will help me, who is 
he that shall condemn me ? Lo, they all shall 
wax old as a garment, the moth shall cat 
them up.'' What an uijdaunted courage is 
here manifested ? In this spirit of faith, he 
prays— 

" Be gracious unto me, O God, because 
fallen man would devour me : all the day 
long he is fighting against me, and oppressing 
me : all the day long mine enemies would 
devour me ; for they are many who fight 
against me, O thou most high. In the day, 
when I might have reason to fear, I will put 
my trust in thee : I shall praise God be- 
cause of his word : in God I have put my 
trust, I will not fear what flesh can do unto 
me : all the day long they torture my words : 
an their devices are against me for evil : 
they assemble together ; they hide them- 
selves : they watch my steps, as if they were 
waiting for my life. Shall they escape for 
their wickedness ? In thine anger, O God, 
thou wilt bring these people under. Thou 
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numberest my wanderings ; thou hast put 
my tears into thy bottle : are they not re- 
corded in thy register ? In the day when I 
shall pray unto thee, then shall mine enemies 
be driven back : this I have known for cer- 
tain, because God is on my side. I will 
praise God, because of his word : I will 
praise Jehovah, because of his word : in God 
have I trusted, I will not fear what man can 
■do unto me. Thy vows are upon me, O 
God. I will pay my thanksgivings unto thee : 
for thou hast delivered my life from death. 
Wilt thou not also keep my feet from falling 
that I may be abld to walk in the presence 
of God, in the light of life everlasting ?" 

O! what a perfect trust and confidence is 
this ! and how loudly does it call upon us to 
look to his example, that God would give us 
grace to follow the steps of his faith. Ob» 
serve, O my soul, and consider the pattern 
set before thee. He had God on his side — 
the promises — the power — the providences 
of the Almighty. He knew that every step 
was marked, every tear noticed, and that 
God had them m the book of his remem- 
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brance. In this faith he met his trials, ^nd 
came off triumphant. Notwithstanding his 
many weary steps, and his strong crying and 
tears under that sorrow, which never had its 
like, yet he knew that he should be heard— 
and he was heard. His enemies fell before 
him : but they rose and returned to the com- 
bat. Upon the word he casts his anchor 
again. He trusts to it ; and he finds it firm and 
sure still. The storm is great ; it continues ; 
it increases ; all thy waves and storms, says 
he to his God, are gone over me. But, my 
soul, trust thou still in the Lord ; for my 
hope is in him. His word is my stay. It can- 
not be broken. I praise him for it : again I 
praise him for it. Trusting in it, now my 
fears are gone. God is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man can do unto me. O what 
a pattern is here set for us ! May the medi- 
tation upon it be useful. May the gracious 
Lord, who is the author and the finisher of 
the faith, bless the means of his own appoint- 
ing, for the strengthening of it. And in the 
use of them, looking up for the constant sup- 
plies of his Spirit, may he enable us to go 
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on trom strength to strength, keeping tB& 
example always in view, until he bring us 
in peace unto the end of our faith. 

These are some of the scripture grounds, 
upon which the Triumph of Faith is built. 
It stands upon the almighty power of God, 
as engaged to fulfil his word. For his word 
is his deed. To take him at his word is tho 
proper exercise of faith. He hath promised, 
and it is done. To rest thus upon it, as 
what cannot possibly fail, is the foundation 
of Christian worship : and when it is estab- 
Hshed in the heart, in the love of the truth, 
it constitutes the chief of that service, which 
is perfect freedom : for God has declared 
himself well pleased with our trusting to his 
truth and faithfulness. He has commanded 
us to do it without doubt or wavering. He 
has promised grace sufficient to enable us 
thus to believe, and we cannot put too much 
trust and confidence in his arm and power. 
And he has also given us examples of those, 
who honoured him with the fullest reliance 
of their hearts, and had reason to rejoice in 
the Lord, who keepeth promise for ever. 
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Glory be to him for such eacouragements of 
our &ith« O that they raay have their proper, 
effect. May the Holy Ghost apply them by 
his grace, and give us such a faith as may 
be well pleasing unto God ; such a faith as 
he has commanded, and for the full exercise 
of which he has made exceeding great pro- 
mises. Help us, O God of all grace, to trust 
and not be afraid : for thou art faithful : 
Ihy word and thy promises give us full secu- 
rity to trust in the Lord at all times ; be- 
cause in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength : and blessed are all they who put 
their trust in him* 

But by what ways and means shall these 
arguments and encouragements have theii? 
full effect ? This is the main point, and it is 
settled beyond dispute upon scripture slvl* 
Aority. The same Spirit, who revealed the 
promises, is also the fulfiller of them : and 
he is almighty. The blessing on the use of 
the means is entirely from him. It is he 
who teacheth man knowledge : and from 
him we are to seek it in prayer. With all 
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our reading, hearing, studying, meditating 
upon the scriptures, we must look up to him 
for his divine teaching. If any of you, be- 
Hevers, lack wisdom, let him ask it of God, 
who giveth to all askers liberally, and up« 
braideth not, and it shall be given him, but 
let him ask in faith. Here is a command and 
a promise. When we lack wisdom, which 
we always do, as much as we want breath, 
we are to ask it of the Spirit of wisdom, and 
it shall be given us. He will make us wise 
unto salvation. He will keep us in the use 
«f means dependent on his leading us unto 
all useful truth, and of his revealing to us the 
things which are freely given to us of God, 
to show them to us as realities, and to put 
us into the enjoyment of them as blessings. 
In this dependence on him we live, and 
move, and have our being. Our spiritual 
life and faculties, and the exercise of them, 
and the improvement of them^ are entirely 
from his influence. For the apostle,, men* 
tioning the several gifts and graces of the 
Holy Spirit,, says, ^' All these worketh that 
one, and the self-sanie Spirit, dividbg to eve^ 
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yy man his own gifts, according to his own 
will." To Wm then we are to look up for 
every good gift, and every perfect gift. 
Whenever we open the bible, we should ask 
his light and his teaching. He is the chief 
commentator. He only can put the scrip- 
tures into eur inward parts, and write theni 
upon our hearts, so that we may experience 
them to be the power of God unto our own 
salvation. Our first reformers were of this 
sentiment, exhorting us to pray, that by the 
holy inspiration of God's Spirit, we may 
think those things th^t be good, and by his 
merciful guiding, may perform the same» 
Grant to us. Lord, we beseech thee, the Spi* 
rit to think, and do always suph things as be 
rightful ; that we, who cannot do any thing 
that is good without thee, may by thee be 
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enabledJf^Mfe according to thy will through 
Jesus Chrii^tour Lord. Amen« Ninth Sun- 
day aifter Triuity. 

As they prayed, so they ^ sung : For we 
meet with two hymns, inserted by the re* 
formers m the Common Prayer Book, ap- 
pointed to be sung at the ordaining of priests^ 
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and at the consecration of bishops. The 
first begins with these words — 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire. 
And lighten \irith celestial fire, &c. 

Out of the second I quote some verses,^ 
not for any excellency of the poetry, but for 
the soundness of the divinity expressed ia 
these lines — 

Come, Holy Ghost, eternal God, 

Proceeding from above. 
Both from the Father and the Son, 

The God of peace and love. 

Visit our minds> and into us 

Thy heavenly grace inspire, 
That in all truth and godliness 

We ma; hav« true desire*. 

Thou in thy gifts art manifold, 
Whereby Christ^s Church doth stand, 

tn faithful hearts writing thy law, 
The finger of God's hand. 

According to thy promise made^ 

Thou givest speech of grace, 
lE'hftt thro' thy help, the praise of God 

hLxf stand in every place. 



45 

O Holy Ghosty into oar souls 

Send down thy heavenly lights 
Kindle our hearts with fervent love^ 

To serve God day and night. 

Strengthen and stablish our weakness. 

So feeble and so frail^ 
That neither devil, world, nor flesh, 

Against us may prevail. 

Grant us, O Lord, thro* thee to know 

The Father most of might, 
That of his dear beloved Son, 

We may attain the sight* 

And that with perfect faith also, 

We may acknowledge thee, 
The Spirit of them both always. 

One God, in persons three* 

From these authorities, it appears to be 
the doctrine of the scriptures, and of our re- 
formers in harmony with them, That spirit 
tual life, and knowledge, and faith in Christ, 
and hope in him that maketh not ashamed, 
and holy love, with every godly motion of 
the heart, come from the holy inspiration of 
God the Spirit. It is from him that we un- 
derstand the scriptures, in the mind of the 



46 

Spirit : it is from his grace that we grow in 
scripture knowledge, and persevere in the 
use of means, and at the same time in a 
constant dependence on his presence in them^ 
for the furtherance and joy of our faith. 
He begins, he carries on, and he perfects our 
learning in his revealed word and will. O 
that he may make us, and keep us good 
scholars, in an abiding sense of the necessi- 
ty of his divine teaching : that the Spirit and 
the word may go together in our bible stu- 
dies, and bible experience : so that this may 
be the daily prayer of our faith. j 

O thou Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
who hast taught us that secret things belong 
to the Lord our God, but those things which 
are revealed belong to us, and to our chil- 
dren for ever ; open the eyes of our under- 
standing to understand what is revealed in 
the scriptures for our use. Dispose us to 
hear them, read them, and meditate on them, 
with profit. And help us to mix more faith 
with them, that they may become more pre- 
cious. In every day's reading, grant that 
we may find them to be the ingrafted word, 
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and that we are really branches grafted into 
the tree of life, and by the rain and shining 
of heaven, enabled to bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit abundantly. For all these bles- 
sings keep us ever dependent on thy di- 
vine teaching, that our fruits may grow rich- 
er and riper — we may be more humble in 
our hearts, and more thankful in our lives ; 
that so we, who can leani nothing as we 
ought without thee, may by thy grace be 
made wise unto eternal salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus — ^To whom 
with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Spi- 
rit, be equal honour and glory," now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. III. 



The believer^ s triumph in the Lord his 

righteousness. 

JL HE object of his rejoicing is always 
one and the same, yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever, without any variableness, or shadow of 
turning ; it is Christ, God in Christ, con- 
cerning whom the commandment runs — Re- 
joice in the Lord Jesus always, and again, I 
say, rejoice ; there being in him a fountain 
of joy springing up into everlasting life. 
What he is in his own wonderful person — 
what is revealed of his gracious works and 
ways in his dealings with the sinners of man- 
kind — what he did for them in the days of 
his flesh — what he does in them by his Spi- 
rit in time — what he has promised to give 
them in eternity; in every possible view 
that can be taken of him, a believer may 
and ought to rejoice always, and that with 
a fulness of joy : for thus the apostle offers 
up his praise — " Now thanks be to God, who 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ.'^ 
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For lie has In his person every possible sub- 
ject of triumphant joy. He is true and ve- 
ry God : and he b true and very man— God 
and man in one Christ. The prophet Isaiah 
foretold this marvellous union, and gloried 
in the prospect : For us men, and for our 
salvation, a child is born, and a son is giv- 
en : and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, because the child is the mighty God, and 
the Son is the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace. This is the great mystery of 
godliness, of which the Saints in the Old 
Testament sang with the sweetest melody, 
in their hearts unto the Lord, as the prophet 
does in the one hundred and forty -eighth 
Psalm, calling upon all in heaven and earth, 
with all their inhabitants, to join him in the 
praises of Immanuel : Because his Name 
alone is excellent, and his praise above hea-: 
ven and earth. So that New Testament 
saint felt it, who declared, that he accounted 
all things but loss, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
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and I do account them but dung, that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him— 
found so united to him as to be one with 
him : for he was united to our nature, in or- 
der to bring about another most blessed uni- 
on. He, taking our nature, that we might 
take his — He, made the Son of man, that we 
might be made the sons of God — He, hav- 
ing the power of an endless life, that he 
might give spiritual and eternal life to all be- 
lievers ! For they, in the day of his power, 
are joined to the Lord by one Spirit. — the 
same Spirit in the members as in the head — 
that through him, their Head, they might be 
able to say, Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ, by 
the bond of his Spirit. It is not possible for 
man to conceive higher things than our 
Lord has prayed for in these words : ** Nei- 
tber pray I for these alone, but for them also 
who shall believe on me through their word ; 
that they all may be one ; as thou. Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us, that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me : and the glory which thou 
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gav<$t lae, I have given them,, that they may 
be one even as we are one*" By virtue of 
this union with Christ, who is the head over 
all things to the church, his members hav^ 
fellowship with him in his holy life : He is 
the Lord Jehovaih their righteousness : for 
them he becan^e subject to the law, and 
obedient to its preceptSi born of a woman, 
and made under the law, that through his 
obedience many might be made ilghteous. 
Lo ! I come, says he, to DO thy will, O 
Ood ! and he did it by fulfilling all right* 
eousness* As the surety for his people, 
what he did, when he magnified the law, 
and made it infinitely honourable in all its 
demands, was Sot theem, and for their justifi* 
cation, that it might be imputed unto them 
fpr righteousness^ and they might be dealt 
with as righteous at the judgment seat of 
God* In this the father of the faithful made 
his boast, and gloried all the day long : fw 
we read, that he believed in God, and God 
imputed to him for righteousness^ loving 
him as his friend, and blessing him in all 
things. Now it was not written for his sake 
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alone, that it was imputed to him ; but for vti 
also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we be- 
lieve on him that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead : for the children of believing 
Abraham are freety made heirs, as he was, 
of the ri^tcousness which is by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, ftear one of them ; with 
what heart felt-joy he celebrates his trium- 
phant state in Christ ! " I will hope continu- 
ally, and I will praise thee more and more — 
my mouth shall show forth thy righteous- 
ness, and thy salvation all the day : for I 
know not the numbers thereof : I will go in 
the strength of the Lord God, I will make 
mention of thy righteousness, even of thine 
ONLY." He found the blessings flawing 
from it num:berl^ss, and endless : so that it 
was all he wanted for his justification to life, 
and for his title to glory — it only. In the 
same Psalm, admiring and adoring the won- 
ders of the gift of grace, he breaks out : 
** Thy righteousness, O God, is very high, 
who hast done great things ; O God, who is 
like unto thee V^ He was so complete in this 
righteousness of Christ, that he would mix 
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nothing with it for his free. access to God, 
or for his full acceptance before God« He 
knew that this righteousness of faith was ap- 
pointed of God, was the gift pf his grace, 
and was all-sufiiclent, being an everlasting 
righteousness : and therefore it efFectually 
removed the consciousness of sin from his 
heart, and enabled him to conie boldly to the 
throne of grace, where he stood perfectly 
justified in Jesus. And in the same spirit 
we hear a New Testament saint resolving to 
exclude all glorying, except in Christ, and 
in his righteousness, ^^ in whom God can be 
just, and )'^t the justifier of him who belie v-^ 
eth in Jesus. Where is boasting then ? It 
is excluded. By what law ? By the law of 
works ? nay, but by the law of faith : there- 
fore we conclude, that a man is. justified by 
faith widiout the deeds of the law ; and that 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that belie vcth." This was the 
apostle's highest ambition, to be found in 
hb precious Saviour. O that I may rejoice 
in \&m through life, and may be found in 

£2 
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htm at the hour of death, and at the day of 
judgment — ^found m him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith* 
Blessed testimony for Jesus ! — encouraging 
example to place our whole trust and confix 
dence in the Lord our righteousness, and 
our strength : for he is the same to us as he 
was to the apostle Paul, and we have as good 
reason to triumph as he had, because it is 
written, ** I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God ; for he 
hath clothed me with the garments of salva- 
tion, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and a bride adometh 
herself with her jewels: for as the earth 
bringeth forth its bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to 
spring forth ; so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth be- 
fore all the nations." This is the righteous- 
ness of faith, and these are the fruits of it^ 
which abound to the glory of God, even peace 
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M^ith him, joy in him, a holy walk with him, 
and a victorious warfare by him. In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, 
and shall glory. Herein to glory is the be- 
liever's bounden duty. He is called to it, 
as his gospel privilege, and according to his 
faith he does triumj^ in it, as his present 
happiness, and as a good ground for his 
hope of eternal joy. Wonderful blessings 
are promised to this faith and hope, and they 
are truly experienced at this day. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, for his providing such a 
garment for glory and beauty. He has war* 
ranted thee to put it on, and having through 
it free access into his presence, he has com-^ 
manded thee to join that great multitude^ 
whom no one can number, who are stand- 
ing before the throne, and before the Lamb^ 
clothed in white robes, and palms in their 
hands, and who cry with a loud voice, say- 
ing, " Salvation to our God, who sitteth up. 
on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever.*' 
Their robes are as white as the light, being 
washed clean in the blood of the Lamb, and 
through him they have conquered, as the 



56 

palms in their hands denote ; yea, are more 
than conquerors, having crowns of right-^ 
eousness upon their heads, which can never 
fade away. For grace reigns through right- 
eousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. O what matter of triumph ia 
here! a righteousness absolutely perfect, 
and everlasting ! This greatly enhances all 
our high joys in Christ, that there is full se- 
curity for their continuance. It depends on 
the faithfulness of God to his word and 
promise, fixed in his eternal counsels, and 
established upon immutable things. *^ Their 
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord, and 
mine is an everlasting righteousness. Lift 
up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon 
the earth beneath : for the heavens shall 
vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall 
wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 
therein shall die in like manner, but my sal- 
vation shall be for ever^ and my righteous- 
ness shall not be abolished." The state of 
a believer is always one and the same on 
God's part. He may vary in his apprehen* 
sions of hb state, but with God there is no 
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Variableness, or shadow of turning. He may 
be a believer walking in darkness — tempted 
to doubt, he may pay too much attention to 
sense and feeling — may get into a legal spi- 
rit—his evidences may be clouded— when 
outward things and providences seem to 
make against him, his faith may be sore tri- 
ed, and he may stagger at the promises of 
God through some fit of unbelief — ^the maa 
changeth, but God changeth hot. His mer- ~ 
(^es are sure mercies. They cannot fait : 
For they spring from the ocean of grace, 
and are streams which no created power can 
cut off : but they shall infallibly return to it 
agsdn, and shall bring with them all the hap- 
py objects, of his love. The Father chose 
them, and gave them to his Son, who has alt 
their names written in the Lamb's book of 
Ufe. For them he lived and died ; and when 
he presents them at the last day to the Father 
-^^^ Behold I, and the children whom thou 
hast given me," not one of them shall be 
wanting : for the Holy Spirit is by his office 
the Lord and giver of life to them, and in 
the day of his power he enables them to re- 
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ceive Jesus, and to Ihre by faith upon him, 
as members united to^ and in fellowship 
with their glorified Head. This covenant of 
the blessed Trinity is unalterable, being or- 
dered in all diings and sure. All the sub- 
jects of its grace shall infallibly be saved ac* 
cording to our Lord's promise, and accord- 
ing to our Lord^s prayer, viz. ** My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me, and I give unto them eternal Hfe, 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
phick them out of my hand." Trusting to 
these immutable securities the heirs c^ pro* 
mise are commanded to draw strong conso* 
lation, even to rejoice in Jesus with a fulness 
of joy ; in darkness as well as walking in 
light-^in winter as well as in summer«**«in 
adversity as well as in prosperity-^in death 
as well as in life ; because he has all power 
in heaven and earth to make good to them 
every covenant engagement. And he will 
do it ; for the ransomed of the Lord shall re« 
turn, and shall come to Sion with Songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads ; they shall 
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obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away for eVer. 

O thou most blessed God and Saviour, 
thou art the Lord our righteousness and our 
strength. I believe that the whole Israel of 
God shall be justified only by thee, and in 
thee ONLY shall they glory. O let thy Spi- 
rit abide with me to increase in me this 
faith, that by fresh supplies of his grace I 
may be kept from going about to establish 
my own righteousness, and may constantly 
submit myself to the righteousness of God. 
And by the same grace help me to bring forth 
the fruits of righteousness abundantly unto 
the glory and praise of God ; magnifying thine 
atonement in the peace of my conscience, ex- 
alting thy righteousness in the love of my 
heart, and in my walk and warfare glorify- 
ing thy fulness ; so that out of it I may be 
receiving a sufficiency of ^race, by which I 
am now enabled to bless thee for the hope of 
glory. To thee, almighty Jesus, for the 
work of righteousness, which is peace ; and 
for the eflFeet of righteousness, which is qui-- 
etness and assurance for ever ; to thee, be 
everlasting praise. Amen, and Amen., 
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CHAP. IV. 

The believer's triumph in JesuSy under a 
sense of the defilement of sin. 

Jl T is in virtue of this fellowship with Je- 
sus, that believers are freely forgiven all 
their iniquities. His atonement was the 
work of our great High Priest, who was 
made sin for us, although he knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. God is of purer eyes than to 
look upon the least iniquity : and there is a 
defilement in sin, which makes it exceeding 
filthy and abominable in his sight. He show- 
ed his utter abhorrence of it by establishing 
in the Old Testament such an abundance of 
legal pollutions, as might exhibit to sense 
the defiling nature of sin, and might keep it 
ever before their eyes, and fresh upon their 
minds« And by making it necessary that 
the worshippers should be purified from 
these pollutions, and by establishing the 
means of their purification, and by forbid- 
ding every other, he would lead them to ex- 



61 

ctcise faith in the great purifier, whose office 
it was to purge their consciences, before 
they could offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness. And it was a fixed law, that 
if any one, legally unclean, neglected or re- 
fused the appointed means of being cleans- 
ed, he was to bear his iniquity : for an un- 
pardoned sinner can have no communion 
with a most holy God. 

Unto the pure all things are pure ; but un- 
to them that are defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure, but even their mind and con- 
science is defiled. The mind is the foun- 
tafin from whence all the streams flow. Out 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, &c. these are the things which 
defile the man. An enlightened conscience 
is made sensible of this, and feels the neces- 
sity of being purified from all filthiness of 
flesh and spirit^ in order to approach God, 
and to have boldness and access with confi- 
dence to the throne of grace. His medita- 
tions at such times are like these : — 

The more I know of myself, the more I 
am-ied to loath myself, and to repent in dustt 
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VKiA ashes : for I am a sinnf r^. filthy an^. 
abominable altogether. By nature as. vile 
as sin can render a fallen creature, and d^ily 
polluting myself in heart and life with fresh- 
impurities. I have no means of cleansing 
myself : no hope, that any thing in the crea- 
tion can do it for me. Deep in my very coa-. 
stitution the stain remains. And I am for*- 
ced to be crying out — Unclean, unclean. 
My case would be quite desperate, if God 
himself had not provided a remedy, the re<^ 
port q£ which has come to mine ears in the 
gospel. O ! it is blessed news. I \yelcome 
it to my heart : that God has opened a foun- 
tain, which cleanseth from all sin. He has 
recommended it to me, as having infinite 
virtue and everlasting efficacy to cleanse. 
And I have a command from heaven, vile 
and filthy as lam, to make use of it : for 
thus it is written — '^ In that day there shall 
be a fountain opened to the house of David, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for 8in> 
and for. uncleanness." When the Holy Spir. 
rit enables the sinner to believe the report, 
and to mix faith with it, then he has a war^ 
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rant tlius to pray — ** Purfee We >«vidi hysop, 
iaiid I ^haU be clean ; -^ash me and I shalt bb 
whiter than snow — Hide thy face from my 
feinS) and blot out all mine iniquittes — Cre- 
Wt in ine a clean h6^rt, O God, and retiew a 
H^t ^tit within me.'* and the Lopd hearts 
^iid ^swerd the prayer in these words — ** I 
will sprinkle clean water upon you-, iand yc 
^fihall'be clean ; fk'om all your filthlness anA 
froin all yoiir idols wiU I deanise you : a new 
imdlrt also will I gi^t you^ aiid % iieW spirit 
miVL I put within yo<u> and t will take aWay the 
etdtiy heat^t out of your fledij and I will give 
you a heart of fle&h : and I will put -my spirit 
i^thin you, atid I wUl cause ybu to Walk in 
my statutes^ ^nd ye 6hall keep tny judgments 
iand 'do them ' I will iafso save you from all 
f^CMf uncleanne^sses^*^ The sacrtj^ces, from 
the beginning, preached this blessed doc^ 
trine -; Their blood could sanctify, by divinfe 
a)^intme»t, to the purifying of the fksh i 
hdWm^hmore ^hallthe blood of Christ, 
who tl4r6tigk the eternal Spirit offered him- 
0iii without spot (so God, pdr^y the con* 
a^etice from dtad i<^wks to set'ta ihc livktg 



God. Blesse^i for ever blessed be hi& 
grace; who by this ofiering baJh opeped ^ 
fountain for sin and for uncleanness, in which 
the most polluted may wash and be clean; 
.For Christ so loved, the phurch as to give 
himself for it, that he; Height sanctify and 
cleanse; it with the>ashin^ of water by the 
word ; that he might present it to bimself a 
glorious church, not haviqg spot or wrinkle^ 
or any ;such thing, but that it might be. holy 
and withoiijt bleinish : ^ for his blood h^s iur 
finite.yirtue to purify th^ foulest sinne^r/ef^i^a 
so to cte^nse.^hifn, that he m^y. be perfect 
for ever : and tl>e< g|:eat use of faith is to re" 
ceive it, and to apply it, ev^n as Gpdbiiasjsjlf 
,has recQittiiiended it : and |t ;hasf ;^t non^ 
of Its virtue. To this yi^rjT day^j it pur(fi^ 
as perfectly as ever tt didi^nd believers now^ 
in life, and m th^ hour of death, feel its di^ 
vine efficacy, a,s truly as the n^rtyred StCr 
phen did. I find a dying Christiaa thus 
proclaiming his faith and hope iriJit,f-when 
hieart aiKJ flesh were failing him. *.S Am not 
I, my fjriepd8,:a monument of. !Cjod*9;rtelb 
free gtafie^ of bi3 bQu»dle$$; tove and mercy 



in Christ ? O moat extensive is the efficacy 
of his precious blood ! for it has reached to 
ifte^ one/ of the vilest of sinners i Q here is 
boundless^ goqdness, unfathomable love ! 
«This blood • has washed clean my soulv the 
6tat of defilement^ that was as black as hell ; 
purified my conscience, that was darker than 
the grave^ and made it brighter than the 
light I . in a* word^ this blood will make me, 
mho was rile^— most vile-~a child of hell— *- 
aa heir of \trrath, holy before God, and fit 
to live with Ood^ and the Lamb, with an-^ 
gels, and the spirits of good men made per* 
iect, to all eternity, and in a &w minutes my 
ioul shall be made perfect also. O blessed^ 
for ever blessed be God my Saviour : eter- 
^1 praises be rendered unto thee/' This i» 
iru^e faith, and high honour put upon the 
blood of Jesus, taseal God's testimony con* 
terning it. He hath set forth Jesus Christ 
to. be a ' piropitiation through . faith in ^ his 
blood. Trusting to it, the foulest sins are 
trashed as white as snow, and crimson sins 
*s thef purest wooL So the Beloved says to 

F 2 
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his church^ — ** Behold, thou art' fair, ttiy 
love: behold thou art all fair, there is no 
spot in thee : thoii art all gloriouS'Withiu ::^? 
No angel caabe whiter or purer^ ^ or stand 
more accepted before God than' he does who 
IS washed in the blood of the Lamb; O 
blessed man who hast obtained redemptioq 
by it ! thou art commanded to enter witll 
boldness into the Holiest by the blood of 
Jesus— the way is open ; thou art called to 
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, haying thy heart sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and thy body washed with 
pure water, that thou mayest , hold thy pro- 
fession of faith .without wavering, as that 
great multitude did> who washed, tlieir 
robes^ and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb ;_ they, are now crying with a loud 
voice, " Salvation to bur God who slttcth 
upon /the throne, and unto the Lamb . foB 
cver.U They triumph indeed : andsomayi 
est thou. Thou hast the same.reas0n asf 
they have. The same fountain,, which 
washed V their . robes, clea:nses thine ^ ,.the 
^me promises thatit tvill, and thou shall 
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stand before God without spot of sin unto 
eternal salvation, as periect as they. Jesus 
is thy Saviour, as truly as he is theirs. Even 
to day, thy conscience purged from guilt, 
and thy heart pudfied by faith, thou may est 
enter within the vail, and make sweet, melo- 
dy in thy heart unto the Lord thy God. Our 
elder brethren round his throne are employ- 
ed in the same delightful work. We do it 
here as well as we can : they in heavean, and 
we on earth. The same subject in. the church 
below, as well a^ al?oye^ and the same em- 
ployment. We try to sing the praises of the 
wortiby,'' slaughtered Lamb in as high a note 
as they do. And wheri we fail we try again^ 
pfsiymg the Holy Spitit to enable y^; to^ kpep 
in tune with thein^ that our songs may dair 
\y be more spiritual and heaveialy. A poet 
of. our owiky feeUngsometlMng of .th^s. Jbi^r^ 
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mohyi WPuld feaye; us to celebrate the tri-. 
umphsiof the Lamb of Go^^ in these w^trds i* 

There is a fountain fiird with blood, 

Drawn fVom Immannel's veins, * 

And 'sinners plunged berieatlv that flood* 
: Lo3eieiIl.tteirf;iiil^ stiuns. . . ■■^ . r 
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cuAP. y. 

The believer* s triumph over sin in its guilt. 

X H E forgiveness of «ins is the grand 
doGtrine of salvadoii, on wUch ptMt with 
Ood IS built Sm is pre^nt ^ith the be^ 
iierer^ bat pardoned. Sin is felt, but eeaflWfi 
to cxmdemu. This is the chief difieulty ift 
experienes. How the truth of Gody and In* 
holiness, aaid his thi^atenings, and die hd^^ 
9oar of his laib ekn lie maiixiained, add yet 
he caabefasthfnlaiftdtjdst; t6^ forgave usjour 
situs. The beliieiner may be often diakfin in 
bife miiid, aftid trodbled wSth legal fears land 
imfkiiigs^ if hfebfttDotisoirdiestafaiisHcdIqr 
the Sphit, and imnd . of God» as.td: stibtaik 
inhfe 4»ro$Qicnoe to God's way df pardoaing^ 
$ia. It wiis always oQ0,ai|d the samei tim^* 
trived and appointed in the everla$jtiag ooaftf 
eUs of Che blessed Trinity, :mA reytealcd 
npon die entrailQe of sijai^ viz« tbat aperson io 
Jehovah would fbeicoiite incamatCi aftd takm 
away Mn by the sacrifice of- liifldstUii : l^m 
him MpsfiA and aU the prophctn gplvie witnesfc^ 
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" After this I beheld, and .lo, a great 
muhitude, whond no one <iould number, of 
all nations, and kindred$, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed, with white robes, and 
palms in dieir bands. .Thi$3iei.are they who 
cattle out of great ^tribulation; .and- have 
wa$hed their robes, and made them white in 
.the blood of. the. Lamb : therefore, are they 
before ; the /throne, of God; and. serve him 
day and night in Ms .temfde';.'j'an4 he .that 
aittdth/ujioai the thronb : shall .jAwell ;among 
them; Tl^y^ ^lali hiihger '. no 'more, nehhet 
thirst any more, liehher sh^ the sun light 
on them, nor any heat ; for th6 Lamb, who 
is iiif the^midsl 6f the throne,.' shall feed them, 
ittdvisdiall}lead them unto giving fquhta^iAs of 
:iirater^ and* ^all wipe away ^sdl tears <^bm 
tltfeir eyes. And they sung with a loud 
voice, saying-^ ^*^ Salvation to our God, who 
sittetJi tfp^ the .throne, and unto the Lati^ 
for everi'^-^Uhto him that loved us, and 
Washed us ttom our siins in'his oWn bloodr 
arid hj^h niiide us kings and priests tinto 
God and his Father; to him<be glory and do^ 
minion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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live safe out of the ireach of the destroyer. 
We know our danger as they did, and we 
look to the Lamb of God for safety. It is 
the Holy Spirit who convinces both of sin 
and of pardon/ His conviction of ^n makes 
an impression upon the conscience of its in-, 
finite evil. He stops the sinner's mouth, and 
makes him subscribe to all that is said in 
scripture of his guilt, and of his danger. 
Looking at himself under the law, and un* 
der sin, which is the transgression of the law, 
he is made to submit to the sentence of con- 
demnation, and has nothing of his own to 
plead in arrest of judgment. Thus he is 
taught to think of the law,, as God does, both 
of its precepts and penalties. He sees infi- 
nite justice, and holiness, and truth, armed 
against him, and the desert of his sins to be 
everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, which he has no power to resist, 
and no means to escape. When the Holy 
Spirit convinces him of righteousness, and 
manifests the grace of God, in the free for- r 
giveness of his sins,, yet still he feels the ex- * 
ceeding wickedness of them. He loaths 
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and abhors him^elf^ as the sul^'ect of them, 
and gtoans, being burthened with the abid^ 
ing sense of his cormptions. At his verf 
best it ia-^O wretched man, who shall deli v- 
er me ? &c. but at the sanie time he c?in re- 
joice in God his Saviour — I thank God 
through Jesus Christ — He is the propitiai- 
tion for my sins, and I have found peace 
with God through faith in his blood. Thus 
the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus. He gives a 
steadfast faith in the atonement of Jesus, and 
settles such a peace in the conscience, as 
answers all charges from sin and' from un- 
belief. And hereby he fulfils the proclama- 
tion of grace in the new Testament, which 
agrees exactly with the sentiments of the 
Old. When our Lord sent out his apostles 
to preach the gospel to every creature, his 
commission to them runs in these words : 
^* And Jesus said unto them, Thus it is writ- 
ten, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead on the third day : 
and that repentance and remission of sins 
i^ould be prieachedr in his name among all 
• • < , G ■ 
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Dations.'' They were to. warn sinners of 
their danger, and to call upon them to look 
to Jesus, ahd to him only, for salvation. For 
he, who commandeth all men every where 
.to repent, hath exalted Jesus to be a Prince 
ind.a Saviour, to give repentance unto his 
people, and forgiveness of their sins. It is a 
gift of his royal grace. One of the high ho- 
nours of his exaltation — that he can freely 
forgive every iniquity, and transgression, 
and sin^ be they ever so many, or ever so 
great. For Jesus can take away all iniqui- 
ty, and receive the sinner graciously. — We, 
says Peter, are witnesses of these things: 
and so also is the Holy Ghost ; whom God 
hath given to them that obey him — that 
come at his call in the gospel, and obey it : 
the Holy Ghost turning them from self to 
Christ, from sin to righteousness, from a 
life of sense to a life of faith, thereby wit- 
nesses their true conversion, which is a con- 
tinual work of his grace in that repentance 
which is not to be repented of ; and when 
he enables them to glorify God for this mer- 
cy he gives great joy and peace in believing 
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the forgiveness of their sins : according to 
the commission which our Lord gave to Str 
Paul at his conversion, " I send thee to the 
Gentiles, to open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance 
among them that are sanctified by faith that 
is in me." When this commission is open- 
ed to a sinner in his name, and credited by 
the power of his Spirit, then the conscience 
is purged from guilt, by that one ofiering^ 
which perfecteth for ever. The believer in 
it has a clean heart given him. It is sancti- 
fied, and made a temple for the worship of 
the true God. To this the word witnesses ; 
and the Holy Ghost is also a witness to 
him, that he may now enter with boldness 
into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus* 
Every possible hinderance being removed, 
he may have access with confidence to the 
throne of grace — ^to a Father of mercies, 
loving him, and blessing him with all spiri- 
tual blessings in Christ Jesus. When he 
lives up to these privileges, then he feel^^ 
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he ought to do. His faith relying steadfast* 
ly upon the divine promises, and giving fuH 
credit to a &ithful God, he has a good con<» 
science purged from dead worJbs }x> serve 
the living God, and his heart consecrated 
for this service, he may sing of ptardoiEi and 
peace in as high a note of praise, and with 
as much spiritual joy, as ever any believeu 
experienced. They had much in the Old 
Testament, when they sung the triumphs of 
the Lamb of God in the twentieth Fs^lm* 
The: argument of which is thus -given uf iij 
Bishop Home's Comment, " I-^-r4. The 
church prayeth for the prosperity of King 
Messiah, going forth to the battle as. her 
champion ^nd deliverer. For hid accept- 
ance by the Father, and for the aqcompUsh* 
ment of his will : — 5, 6, 7. She :declareth 
her full assurance of faith, and her resolur 
tion to trust in him alone, and not in the arm 
of flesh ;— 8. She foreseeth the fall of her 
enemies, and her own exaltation : and 9* 
coticludeth with a prayer to the God of her 
strength.** As long as the temple $topd, 
and the service of God was regularly carried 
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on in it, the true worshippers had every dajr 
a solemn commemoration of that sacrifice; 
which was to put away their sins. They 
were taught to look to that precious blood«of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot, who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, whom 
God had set forth: in every sacrifice to: 
be the great propitiation and atonement ;. 
through which alone they were to expect 
pardon and peace.. While the lamb was 
burning on the altar every morning and eve- 
ning, they celebrated his praises with the 
choicest instruments of music,, and with the 
sweetest voices,, making also melody antheic 
hearts at the same . time unto the Lord. 
Among other hymns given by inspiration of 
Gk>d for this joyful occasion, they used to 
sing thetwentieth Psalm, in which they tri- 
umphed in the God of their salvation, and 
declared their faith and hc^ in him in full 
concert, after this manner :-t- 

" Jehovah will hear thee in the day of 
trouble, the name of the God of Jacob will 
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defend thee. He will send thee help from 
his sanctuary, and he will strengthen thee 
out of Sion : he will grant thee accord-^ 
ing to thy heart, and he will fulfil all thy 
purposes. Then we shall shout for joy in 
thy salvation, and in the name of our God 
we shall set up our banners, when Jehovah 
shall fulfil all thy requests. Now I have 
known Jehovah will help the Messiah— -hisi 
Christ, and will answer him from his sanc- 
tuary with the» mighty power of the right 
hand of Jesus. Some put their trust in cha- 
riots, and others in horses, but we will cause 
the name of Jehovah our Alehim (the Tri- 
nity in covenant) to be remembered. They 
are»hrought down and- fallen, but we arc ris- 
en, and made still to stand safe : for the 
King (Jesus) will put forth his power to 
save us : he will answer us in the day when 
we pray unto.him.^' 

These are the words of the hymn ; in 
which they express their faith in the future 
triumphs of the Lamb of God,> and thfeir 
hope in that one offering of his which was to 
perfect them for ever^ ' >The divine appoint- 
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ment, the d ivine acceptance, the divme ap- 
plication of his sacrifice, is the most noble 
subject, that could be sung upon earth : in- 
deed it is the subject of heaven, and will be 
the harmony and concert of eternity. May 
the Holy Ghost put our hearts in tune to join 
In it, and to adore and to bless the Lamb that 
was slain, setting up our banners as they 
did, Rom. viii. 31, 32, 33, 34. conquerors 
over sin. and Satan and all their enemies. 
We. have the same Jesus to rejoice in, and 
as good reason as ever believers had, to re- 
joice in him with a fulness of joy. When 
the heart feels as happy as it can be here id 
God the Saviour, these are some of the de^ 
ligbtful exercises of faith in his blood :— ^ i 
O, what am I, that such a sinner as I am 
should be thus highly favoured ! A child of 
wtnth by nature, even as others, and'by praci 
tice— shaving sinned long with :greedine^-«H 
agalinst light and conviction-^sinning and 
SOTTOwing— i-sorrowing and sinning from 
year to year— a slave to the lust of the flesh, 
to the lust of the eyes, and to the pride of 
fife,' eveiy moment fit and ripe for hell. O 
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what a monument of infinite patience and 
long-suffering ! spared from day to day, and 
at last called to the saving knowledge of Je- 
sns. O what exceeding riches of grace are 
these — ^that the Father would choose me in 
the Beloved, and give him to save me from^ 
sin and misery : that he would send his Spi-^ 
rit to quicken me, and to enable me to belive 
that there was mercy in Je&us for me, evea 
for me, and plenteous redemption. What 
sinner can be more indebted than I am, for 
such miracles of grace. Glory be to God 
in the highest. My Lord Jesus, the great 
God and my Saviour, gave himself for me,, 
that he might redeem me from alL iniquity, 
and might cleanse me from all sin.. Trust- 
ing to his atonement, and to his righte- 
ousness, I am led to admire the Father'dt 
full absolution ; ^^ Thy sins and thine ini- 
quities I will: remember no more»V Thanks 
be to him for this unspeakable gift. He hast 
pronounced them blessed, and he has. caused 
me to feel some of their blessedness, whose 
iniquities he has forgiven, and whose sin he 
has covered ; and therefore I look forward 
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with thankfulness to the great day of re- 
demption, when Jesus will present me to 
himself, holy and without blemish, as if I 
had never sinned. In this hope of salvation 
I triumph before God. ' Now I see the feli- 
city of thy chosen— I rejoice in the gladness 
of thy pcople-T-and I glory with thine inherit 
tance. Unto him, who chose me in his Son 
- — ^Unto him, who loved mje and waished m^e 
from my siiis in his dwn.bIoodr*-Unto himi 
who gave me this fai<^ and keeps me im it ) 
for tills fellowship with the eterntd Three,, bo 
eternal praise. Amen. 
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CHAP- VL 

The believer^s victory over the dominion 

o/ sin. , , ' 

W E have heard from scripture some of 
the victories of faith over sin in its pollution 
and in its guilt. But there is still a hard 
warfare to be maintained against its domin« 
ion : for it reigneth absolutely in the chil- 
dren of disobedience, aiid it never ceas^th to 
strive for mastery in the children of God ; 
who have an evil nature, still-*-an old man, 
who is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts, and who is to be put off every day — 
denied in his desires — mortified in his affec- 
tions, and crucified in his appetites. Thus 
the commandment runs, " Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth. '^ 
And the new man, who is called to this war- 
fare, is ordered to make use of Christ's ful- 
ness for promised courage, and strength ,^ 
and victory : for without Christ he can do 
nothing. Sin is himself — ^lie is a body of 
sin ; and he has not only to fight against 
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himself, but also against principalities and 
powers, ho§ts of foes, united under the bgn^ 
ner of the God of this world, trying all their 
cunning, and. all their force to bring the be*- 
liever back into the bondage of corruption ; 
and what he has of his own is on their side. 
His worst foe is his indwelling sin, which 
has a complete body with all its men^bers 
and lusts, always enticing to something un*. 
lawful, and tempting to the commission of it. 
Every faculty is ready to become an instru- 
ment of unrighteousness unto sin. It is an 
absolute tyrant, which rules its slaves with 
the most cruel rigour, keeping them captive 
to its will, although nothing but destruction 
and misery be in their ways. 

Thus original sin is described in the ninth 
article of our church — it is the fault and: cor- 
ruption of every man born of Adam. And 
notwithstanding it still remaineth in the re- 
generate, yet there is a promise of daily and 
of complete victory over the tyrant. Thus 
it is written, " Sin shall not have dominion 
over you^ because ye are not under the law, 
but under grace. '* Qnce sin had full do- 
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teimionj but it is taken away by the Spiriftiof 
Chmt; not entirely destroyed, as to its be!- 
Ing, but as to its ruling power--^ethraWed isi 
the judgment, there see« as it is eitceeding 
feinful, exceeding dangerous — dethroned m 
the conscience : the believer no longer un- 
der the law, but under grace, is freed from 
•i^ondemfiationi— -dethroned in the will : ^-^ not 
my Willi Lord, but thine be done" — ddthro- 
lied in the heart, ^* I hate all evil thoughts, 
but thy law I do love : O what love have 1 
unto thy law" — dethroned in the life, cruci- 
fied with its affections and lusts, by the pow- 
er of the cross of Jesus. It is not quite 
dead, but it is put to a lingering death, kept 
upon the cross, dying daily. And thus the 
sin, which is pardoned through the blood of 
Christ, is conquered by the arm of Christ, as 
it is written, " He will subdue our iniqui- 
ties," and faith in his promised help keeps 
them under, subdues them effectually, so 
that they do not reign in the mortal body to 
obey them in the lusts thereof. Take an in- 
stance of this triumphant faith. Whatever 
the natural man can set his heart upon, or 
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seek his happiness in-^the lust of the eyes, 
or the pride of life, Moses was enabled by 
the Spirit of Christ to overcome. " By 
faith, Moses when he was come to years, re- 
fused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the • 
pleasures of sin for a season ; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt : for he had respect unto 
the recompense of the reward." What but 
almighty grace could have given him such 
a complete victory ? He gained entire do- 
minion over sin, even when it came to tempt 
him with all the pleasures, and riches,, and 
honours of the world. He was made strong 
in faith : Christ ruling in his heart brought 
every high thought into subjection to him- 
self : so that Moses not only resigned all his 
temporal advantages for Christ^s sake, but 
what natural men account a great paradox, 
he chose reproach, poverty, misery, rather 
than give up his interest in Christ. This is 
the victofry which still overcometh the world, 

H 
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even our faith. The New Testament fur- 
nishes us with such another instance of 
Christian heroism in the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles. He gives us an account of his own 
experience, and by what means he was now 
no longer under the law, but under grace — 
a sinner saved from the sentence of the brok- 
en law, and from all hope of being made 
righteous by his own personal keeping of it : 
" I through the law, says he, am dead to the 
law, that I might live unto God, &c." Once 
he was alive without the law, when he 
thought proudly of his own good life, that 
concerning the law he was blameless, but 
when the commandment came in the power 
of the Spirit, then it slew him, and killed all 
his former legal hopes. What he had trust- 
ed in before for life, he now found to be un- 
to death. And Christ, faith in Christ, was 
the only means by which he saw he could 
live unto God, by his grace and to his glory .. 
By this faith he then experienced the power 
of the crucified and risen Jesus : I am in 
Christ, says he, crucified with him, truly 
and spiritually dead to sin, to self, to the 
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world, by the virtue of liis cross: nevertheless 
by the same faith in the same Jesus, I live, 
the Spirit of life in him has quickened my 
spirit. He has given me a new birth into 
the spiritual world, and has brought me to 
live upon the fulness of Jesus, as really now 
by faith, as I hope to live upon him by sense 
in heaven. " Yet not I," I neither had it 
of myself, nor do I continue it by any act of 
my own, " but Christ liveth in me. And 
although I seem to live outwardly like other 
men, yet the life which I now 'live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
depending upon him every moment for fresh 
supplies of his Spirit, to keep me in union 
and communion with^ the Father and the 
Son, and thereby he gives me to feel in my 
heart some of the blessings of that love of 
God in Christ, which surpasseth knowledge. 
It is this that purifies my soul, and sancti- 
fies my life. Blessed, for ever blessed be 
his name, who thus loved me, and gave him- 
self for me. 

Such were the heroes of Christianity. 
They fought the Lord's battles, and in the 
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power of his might they subdued sin : they 
obtained dominion over it through faith in 
Jesus. And the same faith in the same Je- 
sus is still mighty through him to obtain as 
great victories. The truth of his promise, 
the faithfulness of tlie promiser, the strength 
of his arm to fulfil his promise ; these did 
not fail Moses, nor Paul — never did — never 
can fail any believer. Thus speaketh the 
Lord unto them — " Sin shall not have do- 
minion over you" — having pardoned it by 
my blood. I will subdue it by my Spirit ; 
trust me, you shall find strong faith an over- 
match for strong sin, because it fights in the 
strength of Jesus, to whom all things are 
possible, and who must reign till he hath 
put all his enemies under his feet. And 
sin and death shall be no more. Say, it is a 
besetting sin, this only gives more employ- 
ment for faith, and for the power of Jesus« 
It may be a sin of constitution, breaking out 
into wrath and passion, that the man has no 
government of himself. But the spirit of 
Christ can make him a new creature, and 
can enable him to put off the old man with 



89 

his deeds, and put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. It may be a long habit of sin. 
But is any thing too hard for the Lord ? 
Has he not promised — " A new heart will I 
give you, and I will put my Spirit within 
you, and I will cause you fo walk in my sta- 
tutes, and ye shall keep my commandments 
and practise them?'* Wherever grace reigns 
this scripture is fulfilled* The armies of the 
Lord of hosts fight under his banner, and no 
weapon forrared against them can prosper. 
Kept by his mighty power they are daily 
more than conquerors, marching on trium- 
phant over all opposition : for he enables 
them to hold £ast the confidence, and the re- 
joicing of hope firm imto the end. Thus 
they were commanded to pray — " Order 
my steps, O Lord, aocording^ to thy word, 
and let not any iniquity have dominion over 
me." They looked to his. word, and to his 
arm for the right ordering of their steps, be- 
lieving that he would keep the steps of his 
saints, and sin should not have dominion 

H 2 



90 

over them, now they were no longer nnder 
the law, but under the kingdom of his grace. 
The victory which he had promised, they 
expected, and he did put forth his power, 
according to that good word wherein he had 
caused them to place their trust* They 
found his grace suf&cient to subdue the tyr- 
anny of iniquity ; yea, where sin had abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound in daily 
victory over its wiles, and its assaults* And 
the power of Christ resting upon them, they 
were kept in this spirit of prayer* 

O thou God and Father of our Lord Jesua 
Christ, strengthen me mightily by thy Spi- 
rit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell 
in my heart by faith, and I may have his 
strength to set against the power of my sins, 
and mine enemies. For orders, for courage, 
for perseverance, for victory, for eternal tri- 
umph, I look onto thee for all. Blessed b^ 
thy name, that thou hast chosen me to be a 
soldier, and to fight under the banner of Je- 
sus. I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously. He made all mine en« 
emies his own, and they are now under his 
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feet ; and I believe according to thy good 
word, that thou wilt put them under mine. 
Thou hast conquered them for me, and hast 
engaged to conquer them in me^ and by me. 
It is of thy mere grace, almighty Jesus, that 
I am enabled to d^ny myself, to take up my 
cross, and to foUow thee in this holy war.. 
All my sufficiency is from the fre^ supplies 
of thy Spirit. O grant me them abundantly 
to the increase of my faith, and to the praise 
of thy promised help. Cause me to depend 
every moment upon it, let me experience,, 
that when I am weakest in myself, I may be 
made strongest in the Lord* And when I 
have nothing left me to glory in o£ mine own^ 
then my soul may magnify the Lord^ and my^ 
spirit may rejoice in God my Saviour» Be* 
hold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not 
be afraid, because the Lord Jehovah is my 
strength and my song. He also is become 
my salvation. To his grace and power be 
all the glory for ever and ever. Amen, and 
Amen. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The believe/ s triumph over his troubles. 

x\FTER sin is pardoned, and the par- 
doned sinner is enabled to fight the good 
fight of faith against it, yet there is another 
enemy assaulting him to the last moment of 
his life. Fallen man is born to trouble. The 
man in Christ is so far from being exempt^ 
that many are the troubles of the righteous.. 
He is in common with others, liable to paia 
and poverty, and to afflictions of every kind.. 
He is by his very profession exposed to some 
of the most trying nature — his owning Christ 
— his following Christ — his conformity to 
Christ — give offence, provoke the malice of 
wicked men, and the rage of wicked spirits : 
wave does not follow wave more certainly ,^ 
than every day brings its fresh troubles, and 
forces the believer to seek for aids, and com- 
forts out of himself. This is a sore sight of 
afflictions. To bear up under them with any 
patience, and to reap profit from them, is a 
task above the power of mere man» Every 



93 

little pain stirs up murmuring and impa- 
tience, and this rebellion against God'8 will 
is the parent of a thousand fretful tempers. 
And thus exercised by sharp suffering, ren- 
ders the man truly miserable. If his suffer- 
ing continues long, increases much, it oftea 
drives the poor sinner to despair ; and if he 
has no Saviour to flee unto, he is sometimes 
guilty of selfmurder, and dies in an act of sin, 
rushing headlong into everlasting destruc* 
tion. The wisdom of man, of Calo himself^ 
funiished no better remedy against the nu^ 
merous evils of human life. 

To man thus exposed to suffering, and 
helpless under it, his suflTering remaining as 
long as sin remains, how necessary must be 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ? He has 
vouchsafed to give us his promises of help, 
suited to every possible case of distress. 
When it is his will, that any of his people 
should be tried, he engages to make the trial 
of their faith much more precious than that 
of gold, which perisheth. He is with them, 
present with his divine supports and holy 
comforts. " Call upon me, says he, in the 
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day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me. Many are the troubles of 
the righteous, but out of them all the Lord 
delivereth them.'* They acknowledge it 
with gratitude : " God was our refuge and 
strength, we have found him a very present 
help in trouble,*' helping us to bear up un- 
der the heaviest pressures, keeping his ever- 
lasting arms underneath us, as long as we 
suffer, and if the sufferings increase, increas- 
ing our faith and patience, until they have 
done their perfect work. 

It is through the aids of his Spirit these 
promises have their full credit, through' his 
inward peace, which he alone can give, and 
which the world cannot take away. When 
he makes the heart to feel happy in God, en- 
joying the peculiar supports of the gospel, 
and living up to its privileges, then the be- 
liever finds the apostle's experience to be 
true — " always sorrowful, yet always rejoic- 
ing," and sometimes with a fulness of joy, 
according to what is written, " But now, 
thus saith the Lord, that created thee, O Ja- 
cob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear 
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notj for I have redeemed thee, I hare called 
thee by thy name, thou art mine : When 
tliou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee, and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee ; when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt, nei- 
ther shall the flames kindle upon thee : For 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Is- 
rael thy Saviour : Fear noty for I am with 
thee,'' to support, to deliver. This is spok- 
en to the redeemed, who are God's proper-' 
ty, and whom he bought with a great price.- 
What could the Lord God engage to do for 
them more, than is here promised, in order 
to still all their guilty fears, and to quiet all 
their natural fears ; trusting to the redemp- 
tion that is in the blood of the Lamb, they are 
under his keeping, they go out in his strength 
to meet their trials and their enemies. Jesus 
is with them, on their side ; and therefore . 
believing in him they need not fear any suf- 
fering. Jehovah is their Alehim, their cove- 
nant God in Trinity, their sworn allies, en-, 
gaged by his almighty arm to save them 
from all evil, and to give them all possible 
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good. " I the Lord, says he, do keep thee 
— I will water thee with the dew of heaven 
every moment— lest any hurt thee, I will 
Iteep thee night and day." Having such 
great and exceeding precious promises, with 
what holy courage should the believer look 
up to a faithful God, and what strong conso- 
lation should they afford him, when he is to 
go through the fire or through the water. He 
may sing with Jonah, " I will sacrifice unto 
thee with the voice of thanksgiving — salva- 
tion is of the Lord." Or with the trium- 
phant faith of the three children who were 
not afraid to go into the furnace, heated seven 
times hotter than usual, fully persuaded, that 
whether they lived or died Jesus would be 
with them. Threatened with the burning fie- 
ry furnace, if they refused to worship Nebu- 
chadnezzar's image, " They said, O king, 
we are not careful to answer thee in this mat- 
ter ; if it be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery fur- 
nace, and he will deliver us out of thy hand, 
O king." And he did, he went with them 
into the fire, and they walked in the midst of 
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the ftames unhurt. The same Jesus is daily 
repeating the same miracle. He has approv- 
ed himself in all ages^to be, the friend of his 
afflicted people. Whatever he i&oAs to: them , 
he sends it with his blessing. So they testily 
~^' We know that all things work .together 
for good to them that love God.'' They 
knew it by his promise, and they felt it by, 
expedience : it is good for us tiiat we have 
been in trouble : we have gone through ma-,. 
By seas and storms of affliction, and tl^rough 
the raging fire of persecution, not only un- 
hurt, but benefited : for Christ was with us^ 
as the sufferings of Christ abounded, so our 
consolation abounded by Christ. He feels 
for them, as his members, and has bow:els of 
the tenderest compassion. In all th^ir afflic- 
tion he is afflicted. He brings in his sup*» 
ports, and comes with his deliverance in the 
best time. He, leaves no accusation of sin 
in the conscience, but gives and maintains a 
sweet peace with God* O what matter of 
triumph is* it, when this peace rule§ in the 

heart, always, and by all meanst testifying — 
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*^ Since God is for us, who cdn be against usf 
He that spared not his own son, but ddiver^ 
cd him up for us ^l, how shall he not with 
him also freely give uis aU things ? Who 
shall ky any thmg to the charge of God^s 
elect ? It is God that justifieth, who 4s he 
tjiat condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, 
rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh inters 
cession for us." Thanks without ceasing be 
to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain for this 
complete and eternal victory over sin. The 
apostle carries on his praises, Rom. viii. that 
through Jesus all outward opposition shaB 
fall before us—" Who shall separate us from 
Christ^s love to us ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
ness, or peril, or sword ? As it is written. 
For thy sake we are killed all the day long, 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter r 
nay in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us.^ His 
love is in them all— —appoints them, sends 

them, prop(A*tions them, and they conquer 
them all in his strength, not only conquer^ 
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tnit arc more thaa conquerors i they arc great 
gainers^ they gain what is better than ^U the 
world, fresh proof of his lore, they gain ex?» 
perience of iu ' For they find that i3iiothi(i^ 
can hurt them, how he has takea them under 
his prol:eetion» For this hid dykviiia suf^rt 
we are taught to pray dmly, asking it as a 
matter of mere ikvotir, and e^pecttng it oq^ 
ly through the grace and intiercession of our 
jgreat high priest* ' 

Wc humbly beseech thee, O Father, mer* 
co&iUy to look t^Km our .infirmities, and for 
th6 gV)ry of thy name tumfrom us ail, those 
evils which we most righteouisly hai^e de«> 
aervedy iand grant that in all our troubles we 
may put our whole trust and confidence ift 
iSky mercy ^ and evermore sen^ thee. in holi> 
ness, aiid pureness of living, to thy honour 
and glory, through our only mediator and ad* 
vocate Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When this is the prayer of faith,, outward 
trials become inward mercies ; . for the Holy 
Spirit keeps the heart settled with its whole 
trust and confidence upon his promised help ; 
^^ that if the tria^ increase, he .makes them 
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redound td the glory of God. If the outward 
man be a greater sufferer, even ready to pe- 
rish, he renews the inward man day by day ; 
he brings in abundant grace to sanctify abun^ 
dant sufferings ; whereby he satisfies the 
hearts of the sufferers, that these light afBic.^ 
tions which are but for a moment, will work 
for them a far more excellent and eternal 
weight of glory. - The hope of this keeps 
them patient and thankful. By the power q£ 
the Holy Ghost, they know: this eternal tri- 
umph will be soon. Yet a veiy, very Utflc 
while, they will be favoured with the sight of 
the king in his beauty. They shall sit dovva 
with him in his throne, and shall' reigh with 
him for ever a^d ever. 

For the farther confirmation of our &ith; 
he has set before us a cloud of wijuesses^ 
who testify, with one voice, that he sancttfi^ 
ed all. their troubles and turned them into 
covenant blessings. So one of them said-^ 
** I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise 
shall continually be in my mouth. My sqtil 
shall make her boast in the Lord, the hum- 
ble shall hear thereof and be glad. O ma^ 
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Tkify the Lord with me, and let us exalt hfe 
name together. I sought the Lord and he 
heard, and delivered me from all my fears. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles.'' 
Their very troubles become matter of tri. 
umph. He shut them up in the ark, and they 
were saved^ when he drowned the world ojf 
the ungodly.. Peter speaking from experi- 
itnct says, the Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of their troubles, as he did 
xigfateous Lot when he overthrew Sodom 
and^ Gomorrah.. The more the Egyptians 
oppressed his people, the more they multi- 
plied and' grew. Behold, the bush burned 
tMith fire, and the bush was not consumed. 
The fire of persecution raged against the 
church, but the blood of the martyrs was 
fruitful, and increased it both in number and 
ip grace. The seed of the wicked, one have 
beeikat enmity wldi the children of the pro^ 
BEtise from the beginnings but these trusted 
ill ^e Captain of their salyation, and he 
led them on conquering and to conquer. 

12. 
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*' Through fkith they subdued kihgdiMis, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises^, 
stopped the mouths of Kons, quehched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valient in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens, women, received their 
dead raised to life again, and others were 
tortured not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection' '—these 
and the other worthies mentioned, Hebrews 
chap. xi. did wonders through Christy who 
strengthened them. They loved not their 
Kves unto death, fully persuaded, that when 
he should call them to it, he would be with 
them, and would enable tliem to fiqishi ihdur 
course with joy. And he did, for they ^11 obr 
tained a good report through faith, leaving 
tts an example to follow the steps: of tiieir 
faith, and encouraging us to do it with holy 
boldness, whatever troubles -we meet with io 
our way. We may, we ought to fejoiee.m 
tribulation, for we have the same Jesds to 
look unto, the author and the fiaisheroftheit 
faith and ours, the samie prombes of his sup- 
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port, the same almighty arcn'to m&he' th^nt^ 
good, and the same matter of triumph, which 
Uiey ^experienced, whom he led . on fr.om 
strength to strength, until every one of them 
m Sion appeared before God. This is the 
certain heritage of the servants of the Lord/ 
and their . righteousness and salvation. is of 
me, saith the Lord. 

Of the same sentiments were oiir rcformr 
ers, which they give us in these reniarkable: 
words in one of their prayers : " QGod,.wha 
art the author of peace, and lover of concoixl, 
in knowledge of whom.standeth our eternal 
life, whose service b perfect fireedom ;.. de* 
fend us thy humble servants in all assaults of 
our enemies, that we surely trusting in thy 
defence may liot fear the power of any adver- 
saries, through .the . knight . of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Araem'' . . 

And ta the. same purpose in one of their 
homilies they thus e:2t press themselves :^< All 
correction which God seindeth us ija this pre- 
sent time, seemeth to have.no joy andxom: 
fort, but sorrow and pain, yet it briqgeth 
with itata$te<3f God'js mercy,, mid goodo^^^ 
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towatds^ them that be so corrected, and a stirev 
hope of Gpd^s everlasting consolation in bea« 
ven. If then these sorrows, diseases, and 
sicknesses,, and also death itself, be nothing 
else but our heavenly Father's rod> whereby 
he certifieth us of his love, and gracious fa- 
vour, whereby he trieth and purifieth us, 
whereby he giveth unto us holiness, and ces* 
tifieth us that we be his children, and he our 
merciful Father : shall we not then with all: 
humilityn, as obedient and loving children,, 
joyfully kiss our heavenly Father's rod, and 
ever say in our heart, with our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Father, if this anguish and sorrow 
which I feel, and death which I see approach^ 
may not pass, but that thy will i&that I must 
suffer them^ fifty mil be dene.^^ 

O'thou hq^ of Israel, the Saviour thereof 
in the time of trouble,, I acknowledge my re» 
ktctance to ts^e up thy cross,, and my weak, 
ness in bearing it, hold thou me up by fresh 
sup^^ies of thy Sfnrit^. tibat I may be safe* 
Let thy strength be perfected in my weak- 
tiesB* Thy promises of help^ are exceeding 
grcatjL th|ottgh ^e I do believe the truth of 



r- 



105 

them, and I pray for grace to make a fight 
use of them. Enable me in patience to pos- 
sess my soul, that when it is thy .will, to try 
my faith, I may live up to my privileges, and 
may find it better to suffer with Christ than 
^o reign with the world. O Lord, thou hast 
showed this favour to Moses, and thou hast 
done more than this— 'thou^ hast" made thy 
witnesses glorify thee in the fhrcs— ^they have 
marched on, fighiing thy battles against 
liosts of foes, and ihey did not accoun]t their 
lives dear to themselves; so they might fiini^ 
their course with joy, and die in faith, bless- 
ing and praisirtg'thy holy name. O thou 
faithful God^ thou art the samfe to us now, as 
thou wast to them; Lead me on then in diy 
gtren'gtih, trusting in thy word^ and leaiimg coi 
thine arm* Thou hast promised thy fldck, and 
.1 hope I am one of them — ** My sheep hear 
, J my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
:| me, andrl give unto them etemallife, and 
they shall never peri^ neither shall ahf^ 
pluck them out of niy hand* V^ . : O thou good 
Shdpherd, let me trust In. thy love, and feel 
thy supj^orts, that whatever liea before nae t«^ 
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be dcme or suffiered, I may be efeabled to do 
it, and to suffer it by the coutinual supplies of 
thy Spirit. And by his influence help me to. 
persevere, till I win the prize of my high 
calling, and be admitted to join that great 
company, whom no one can number, wha 
stand before the throne of Cod and the Lamb^ 
clothed with i^^htte robes, and palms in their 
hands. . These are they who came out or 
great tribulatioui and have washed their 
robes^ and made thbm white in the blood of 
&e Lamb: therefore are they before the 
throne of God,^^ and serve himi d^y and night 
in his temple, and he that sitteth upon the 
throne shall dwell among them :: they $ha]| 
hunger no more, neither thirst asty m^re> nel^ 
dier shall the. siln smi^ tbem^ nor any hes^t t 
f(^ the Lamb who is in the midst bfthc throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto liv-^ 
ing fountains of water, and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. O my Jesus, 
I bless thee for this most glorious prospect. 
It is of thy mere grace that I am in any mea». 
sure enabled to join that great company. It is 
entirely of thy special favour that I have any 
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^ood hope to come to their gloiy : for this, 
and for all thy mercies, to thee with the Fa- 
ther, and the eternal Spirit, the three in one 
Jehovah, I give honour, and glory, and 
thanks, to-day, and I hope to do it without 
ceasing for ever and ever* Amen and Amen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The believer^ s triumph xroer the infirmities 

of old age. 

XT is appointed unto all men once to die. 
The time is fixed by an immutable decree. 
The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten, and if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow : for it is cut soon off, and we flee 
away. If some be permitted to live longer, 
yet the infirmities of old age must arrive, 
bringing with them labour and sorrow, the 
forerunners of death. Circulation will be- 
come languid. The senses of the body will 
grow dull and heavy. The faculties of the 
mind will be impaired, and will discover it by 
not remembering proper names. In this de- 
cline of life believers are subject to the same 
infirmities with other men ; they have no ex- 
emption from pain, or sickness, or death : 
but they have that which keeps up their spi- 
r rits, and makes them patient and joyful. The 
consolations of God are then most needed. 



109 

and he has promised them, and he is faithful : 
he never failed them who trusted in him. He 
has suited his promises to all the infirmities 
of age. He knows our frame perfectly, and 
has described it with an unerring pen, Ec- 
clesiastes, chap. xii. that when we feel thd 
signs of old age, we may apply to him for 
grace to profit by them. The symptoms thetc 
given are infallibly true and just, and ar^ as 
so many monitors, warning the man, that %hf^ 
vigour of life is declining, and that the. body 
is returning to the earth from whence it c$imi?, 
Happy is he who takes this warning, ind re-* 
members his Creator in the days of his youth^ 
before the wearisome days come, of weak* 
ness and pain. He has fled to Jesus for re- 
fuge — and finds and experiences what he has 
engaged to do for his people, when heart and 
flesh begin to fail them. Blessed be his grace 
for the abundant provision which he has 
made for their faith and patience : he says to 
them, " I will be with you, I will never leave 
you nor forsake you : so that you may bold- 
ly say, The Lord is our helper, amd we need 
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not fear what the infirmities of age can do 
untous." One of them, the Christian Hero, 
thus encouraged himself in the Lord his God 
— " Thou art my hope, O Lord God, thou 
art my trust even from my youth : by thee 
have I been holden up from the womb : thou 
art he that took me out of my mother's bow- 
els : my praise shall be continually of thee 
—I am a wonder unto many, but thou art 
my strong refuge," This was his trust: and 
God did not forsake him. He remembered 
his word unto his servant, wherein he had 
caused him to depend. There failed not 
Ought of any good thing, which the Lord had 
spoken unto him. O what great encourage- 
ment have believers to follow the steps of his 
faith ! For his God is their God, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, to young and 
old, who put their trust in him. His pro- 
mise to the Israel of God cannot be broken* 
Thus he pledges his word of truth to them, 
giving them a warrant to pray unto him, 
" My mouth shall be filled witH thy praise, 
and with thy honour all the day long : for 
thou wilt not cast me off in the time of old 
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age, thou wilt not forsake me, when my 
strength faileth." To this prayer the Lord 
inclined his ear, and vouchsiafed this gracious 
answer : " Hearken unto me, O house of Ja- 
cob, and all the remnant of the house of Is- 
rael, which are borne by me from the belly, 
which are carried from the womb, and even 
to your old age I am he, and even to hoary 
hairs I will carry you, I have made and I wiH 
bear you, even will carry, and I will deliver 
you.'^ These are some of his rich cordials 
for the aged. He_ provided for them in his 
love, and he is sensibly touched* with the feel- 
ing of their infirmities in adnunistering 
them : for he himself took our infirmities, 
•and bare our sicknesses. His compassions 
bind him to comfort and relieve his old dis- 
ciples : and when they apply to him in time 
of need, he is ever present to grant them his 
promised help : yea, so suited to their case 
as to make them grow in grace, as they grow 
in years. They bring forth fruit in their old 
age, the rich fruit of humility, and the ripe 
friiit of thankfulness ; fruit that endureth un- 
to everlasting life. We have an happy in- 
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stance of this in God's goodness to an ancietst 
believer, who lived to be an hundred and se- 
venty-five years old. He was the friend of 
God, who had blessed Abraham through life, 
and that in all things, and who even to hoary 
hairs loaded him with blessings. For God 
had promised him, " Thou shalt go to thy fa- 
thers in peace, thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age ;•" and the sacred historian relating 
the fulfilling of the promise, says, ** He gave 
up the ghost, arid died in a good old age, an 
old man, and full of years, and was gathered 
to his people." His old age was good, in bo- 
dy and soul. Whatever infirmities he had, 
they were intended for good, and actually did 
him good. He was a very cheerful, pleasant 
old man. The peace of his mind had a sweet 
influence on his temper and behaviour. It 
kept him from being fretful and peevish in 
his faniily. He was loving to his children, 
and kind to his servants : God himself being 
witness. He was also happy in his la§t years ; 
for he spent them in faith, and when they 
came to an end, he died in peace : with his 
last breath he conimitted his spirit into the 
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hands of him who had redeemed it, full of 
years : it is in the original one word — he was 
satisfied: so it is rendered, Psalm xvii% 15, 
As for me I shall behold thy face in right- 
eousness : I shall be satisfied, when I awake 
with thy likeness.'* He was satisfied with 
what he had enjoyed of the favour and friend^ 
ship of his God ; who had been his shield to 
defend him from all sins and enemies, and al- 
so had promised to be his exceeding great 
feward. This he obtained, when he was 
gathered to his people, to the general assem^ 
bly and church of the first-born, and ito the 
most blissful communion of the Three in Je- 
hovah, All the children of faithful Abraham, 
treading in -the steps of his faitli, have the 
same God to deal with, who keepeth pro^ 
mise for ever. It is recorded of Isaac, the heir 
of the same promise with his father, that he 
died in the same faith, an old man. He was 
tried with many infirmities, but we read of 
no complaints, though he was an hundred 
and ei^ty years of age. He expired in praise 
and tbankfuUiess^ satisfied with life, and hap* 
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py in the prospect beyond death. And his 
son Jacob, an hundred and forty seven years 
old when he was dying declared that he had 
waited for the salvation of God ; — waiting 
faith is strong faith. And after he had bles- 
sed his children, and had given command- 
ment concerning his bones, he quietly as if 
he had been going to sleep, gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and died in peace, an old 
man and satisfied. All these lived in the 
world, strangers and pilgrims, looking for a 
city that hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. And they were not disap- 
pointed of their hope, they alf died in faith 
— in an act of faith, and were gathered to 
their people, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born. When they came 
to the end of their faith, they came to heaven. 
The moment they expirerl, they entered the 
city, which God had prepared for them : and 
their bodies, sleeping in the dust, are in the 
covenant of life, and shall be raised and glo- 
rified in the morning of the resurrection. 
For our Lord proves tiiat the dead shall rise 
fro m this very circumstance : he says to the 
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Jews — " Have ye not read in the book of 
Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, 
saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob : He is 
not the God of the dead, but the God of the 
living.'' In this faith the patriarchs died : 
being children of the resurrection, they left 
their bodies in the hand and care of a cove- 
nant God, well assured that he would raise 
them up to glory and life everlasting, accord* 
ing to that good word, wherein he had caus- 
ed them to put their trust. 

These examples of the loving-kindness of 
God to his aged servants were recorded for 
our learning : that believers, if God by his 
providence should bring them to old age, 
might be encouraged to trust in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with such a con- 
fidence of their hearts, as riot to doubt of the 
divine truth, or of the divine power. What- 
ever he was to them, he is the same to us — 
our God as well as theirs — our covenant God 
engaged to glorify both body and soul : on 
whom we are commanded to cast all our 
cares and concerns in extreme old age. If 
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what is of nature be failing, what is of grace 
cannot. If the life of sense be dying, the 
life of faith should flourish the more ; it is a 
life that cannot die : for the branches thrive 
and bring forth fruit in their old age, not of 
themselves, but because they are engrafted 
into the heavenly vine, in which they live for 
ever. ** I am the vine, says Jesus, ye arc the 
branches ; he that abidetfa in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : 
for without me ye can do nothing." But 
through my Spirit strengthening you, he will 
make you bud and flourish, and fill the face 
of the world with fruit. He will so fill you 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
through Christ Jesus, to the glory and praise 
of God, that your last days shall be your best 
days. 

In this view t>f old age, it may become a 
favourable time for exercising and improv- 
ing faith : because the activity of the life of 
sense is abating, and thereby many things 
are removed, which before obstructed the 
growth of the spiritual life. Now is the time 
to learn to walk by faith, and not by sense. 
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A believer young in years, and young in eit- 
perience, is often tempted to judge of himself 
by his feelings, more than by the word of 
God. In a good frame he is a good believer. 
Then all is well with him. But when he is 
walking in darkness, he is very apt to ques- 
tion his state — " If all be right with me, why 
am I thus V^ — My present frame is very dull 
and uncomfortable — I am not so lively as I 
used to be in prayer, or in ordinances — my 
delight in God, and the things of God, is fat 
short of what it was formerly — perhaps 1 
have been deceiving myself, and crying, 
Peace, peace, when there was no peace foi? 
mie. 

From this temptation age itself is a sort of 
deliverance : self-activity is weakened, and 
thereby through grace, self-dependence; 
The believer, if he be a good scholar, will 
now learn to walk more by faith, and less by 
sight. The vigour of his senses is decaying. 
The high spirits of youth are abating. His 
present lesson is very plain and simple, and 
while he attends to what is passing in him, 
and about him, he has a thousand monitors, 
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Galling upon him now to learn and practise a 
perfect dependence on those things which are 
always one and the same, without any varia- 
bleness, or the least shadow of turning. One 
record of God. One Saviour. One Spirit. One 
faith, of which the Saviour is the author and 
the finisher. This faith is made to grow and 
flourish, as there is less dependence on other 
things : and as age itself tends to weaken this 
dependence, it becomes in the hand of the 
Holy Spirit, a favourable time to live less up- 
on the things which are seen, and more up- 
on the things which are not seen. Less of 
sense, more of faith. One scale rises as the 
other falls. The outward man dying, the 
inward man grows more lively — yea, grows 
up into Christ Jesus, and that in all things. 
O blessed old man — thou hast lived to a 
good time, when this is thy experience : 
when in the prayer of faith thou canst cast 
all thy burdens on thy Saviour : " Lord, 
keep me, a poor helpless creature — ^now I 
feel that of myself, I can do nothing, as I 
ought, or as I wish to do. Glorify thy 
grace ^n me, and strengthen me mightily by 
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thy Spirit in the inner man, that I may blcs$ 
thee for thy salvation, and for the things 
which accompany salvation. Into thy faith- 
ful hands, for life and death, I commit my- 
self, and all my concerns ; for thou hast re- 
deemed^ me, O Lord, thou God of truth," 

But it must be remembered, that old age 
does not produce these happy effects of itself. 
It is not of nature, but entirely of grace, that 
any one is able to gain such spiritual profit 
from bodily infirmities. The mere natural 
man, fortify him with all his boasted aids of 
reason, and philosophy, yet he cannot help 
murmuring, when age brings weakness, and 
sickness brings pains. He becomes peevish 
and fretful. Having no friendship with God, 
he cannot look up for divine supports, when 
all human begin to fail him. Under a severe 
fit of the stone, or a long fit of the gout, he 
is often out of all patience. Uneasy in him- 
self, he is out of humour with every body 
and every thing. How different is the believ- 
er in thesame circumstances 1 His body feek 
pain as others do : but his mind is comfort- 
able, and at ease. Happy in God, he has pa- 
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tience given him to bear his sufferings, and 
grace to profit from them ; yea, the peace bf 
God rules in his heart always, and by all 
means. 

An old man with this peace which surpas^r 
geth all understanding, ruling in his heart, 
will be so far from complaining, that he has 
every thing to be thankful for, which can 
render him blessed of the Lord. He is pro- 
vided with an infallible antidote against all 
that old age can try him with. It is true, I 
have an infirm body, but thank God, J have 
a sound mind. Age has brought upon me 
great weakness, but this makes more room 
for the power of God, that it may be perfect- 
ed in my weakness. I have many pains, but 
not so many as he has comforts to give me ; 
in the worst of them he keeps me patient, 
<* Father thy will be done" — I have an afflic- 
ted body, tut I have an happy heart ; al- 
though the outward man be perishing, yet I 
faint not, because the inward man is renew- 
ed. day by day. My supports are great, the 
consolations of God not a few — I feel the 
Symptoms of old age warning me daily of 
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ttiy approaching dissolution, through grace I 
take the warning — they find me living, and 
I hope they will find me dying, in the faith 
of the Son of God. The earthly tabernacle 
is taking down, but he does it with much ten- 
derness and love, and assures me, that he ha^ 
prepared for me a house not made with* 
hands, eternal in the heavens. May he whd 
keeps it for me, and me for it, never leave me 
nor forsake me, till I be with him, where he 
is, and be like him, and enjoy him for ever 
and ever ! Yet a very, very little while — ^hold 
on faith and patience, and I shall see Jesus 
in his glory, which is the heaven of heavens. 
O thou merciful and faithful high priest, 
f esus Christ, I bless thee for thy kind pro- 
mises to the aged. Thou hast suited them 
in great mercy to all their infirmities, and 
thou art always with them to help in time of 
need. I begin to feel the sad eflFects of sin 
in my body, weakening it, and tending to 
bring it down to its appointed end. To thee 
1 look, almighty Jesus, for thy promised 
grace. O grant me constant supplies of thy 
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Spirit, that I may profit by my infirmities, 
may exercise and improve my faith in thee, 
that they may keep me bumble, and I may 
pray more in faith, and keep me thankful, 
that I may be more in praise. Thine arm is 
not shortened, nor can thy compassions fail. 
Stand by me then, and hold me up accord- 
ing to thy word. Make me strong in thy 
strength, that I may daily put more honour 
upon thy love and thy power. In the de- 
cline of life, let me not doubt of thy feithful- 
ness to support, and when thou seest it best 
to comfort me. Vouchsafe me the consola- 
tions of God, when my heart and niy flesh 
fail me, then be thou the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. When I am 
weakest in myself, then make me strongest 
in the Lord ; and If it be thy holy will, that 
I should become quite helpless, an infant 
again, make me to lie quiet in thy hand, 
without murmuring or repining, but believ- 
ing, that thou art all my salvation, and en- 
joying in thee all my desire. Grant me this, 
Lord Jesus ; for thy mercies sake, let me di(p 
in faith. Anxen and Amen. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The believer s triumph over death. 

IVJ. AN consists of two parts, iei body and 
a soul. Tlte bodily life is dependent on the 
li^t and air tX this world, and on the circu- 
Jatioii, which they maintain and carry on. 
When this connexion is broken, the body 
expires, it loses all sense and motion, and is 
.dead. So the life of the soul is dependent 
^n the light and air of the ^spiritual world* 
Jehovah in Trinity is the Creator, the only 
ibuntaia of being, and there can be nothing 
Indepetident of him : Christ is the light, and 
the Holy Spirit is the breath or air of all spi- 
ritual life, and when this connexion is bro* 
ken, sdthough the soul may exist, yet its 
liappiness in God is broken, and at an end. 
Sin, that great murderer sin, brought death 
upon body and soul : ^^ For as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, 
so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.'' And we read, The soul that 
sinneth, it shaU die, sin separating it from 
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its union, and thereby cutting it off from Itfe 
communion with the Father of spirits. In 
the moment that Adam sinned the spiritual 
death took place ; for he had lost the spirit 
,€f life, and was dead in trespasses and sins : 
and that same moment, his body became 
jnortal, although he lived nine hundred year$ 
after. Thus we have sin, and death, and mi- 
sery, entailed upon all his descendants, from 
the first Adam, who is of the earth, earthy. 
O how precious to a sinner in these circum* 
stances should be the second Adam, the Lor() 
from heaven, who stands at the head of the 
spiritual world, that he may give his righte- 
ousness, and his life, and his happiness to 
all that believe in him ! He comes Jehovah 
of hosts in our nature, as our champion to 
fight our battles, and to conquer all our foes. 
Immanuel was made sin for us, and he died 
for our sins according to the scriptures, 
when the Lord laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all, and was buried and rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures. We 
read therein of his noble challenge to death 
and the grave : *^ I will ransom my people 
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from the power of the grave, I will redeem 
them from death — O death, I will be thy 
plagues — O grave, I will be thy destruction, 
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes." 
It was the Captain of our salvation, the 
Lord of hosts is his name, who purposed 
this in the everlasting councils, and in due 
time fulfilled it by his almighty power. *' Be- 
cause the children were partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part 
of the same, that through death he might 
destroy him who had the power of death, 
that is the devil, and might deliver them, 
.who through fear of death were all their life- 
time subject to bondage.'* O what infinite 
condescension is this, what love, surpassing 
all knowledge ! The most high God is ma- 
nifest in the flesh, that as God in our nature, 
he might be our surety to act and suffer for 
us men, and for our salvation. Accordingly 
he takes our sins upon himself, bears the 
guilt and punishment of them in his own bo<- 
dy and soul upon the tree, gives his own life 
a ruisom for ours,^ that by his death he 
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might live. He was buried, but he rose 
dgain the third day, having loosed the bonds 
of death, because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it. In this conflict with 
death and the grave, repentance was hid 
from his eyes. He knew what he was to go 
through, more than any of us can conceive 
of pain and agony, yet he would not change 
his purpose of grace, although he was to be- 
come obedient unto death, the most tor- 
menting, the most shameful, even the death 
of the cross. His enemies having brought 
him to the grave, and sealed the sepulchre, 
jseemed then to have him in their power. 
So they thought : but here Jesus made his 
complete and eternal triumph. By his re- 
surrection he swallowed up death in victory : 
for he did not rise as a private person, but a$ 
the first-fruits of the dead, drawing the joy- 
ful harvest after him, ** The Lord is risen 
indeed," the head of the body, the churchy 
and has the power of an endless life to quick- 
en all his members. In which most glorious 
prospect, the apostle, quoting the passage 
above mentioned, breaks out into these rap- 
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tures of joy, seeing all his enemies vanquish- 
ed, and nothing but bliss and glory before 
him — " O death, where is thy sting, O grave, 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death is 
sin, and the strengtii of sin is the law." The 
law armed death with its sting, as the just 
wages of the transgression of the law : but 
Jesus our surety magnified the law by his 
holy life in all its precepts, and by his death 
in all its penalties. He died for our sins, 
and by his rising from the dead, he de- 
monstrated that he had taken out its sting, 
and had disarmed it of its po\yer to hurt : 
nay had done much more — he had changed 
death unto life. ** 1 am the resurrection and 
the life, saith the Lord ; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live ; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, 
shall never die.** By faith in him we share 
in the triumph and glory of his resurrection, 
and have a new song put into our mouths, 
with which we may make the sweetest me^ 
lody in our hearts, even when our breath is 
failing us. " Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 
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These arc scripture views of the almighty 
Jesus. Out of his infinite compassion^ he un- 
dertook to save his people from sin and 
death, the works of the devil. And he has 
done it. It is finished. He has put away sin 
by his sacrifice, and he completed his con- 
quest of death by his resurrection, ^nd has 
had witnesses of these gospel truths in all 
ages, whom he sent to preach repezAauce) and 
remission of sins, in his name* When it is 
the good pleasure of his own will to accomi> 
pany the message with power from on high, 
then he blesses it by making it the ministra^^ 
tion of righteousness and of life : as it is 
written, ** Verily, verily, i say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth in hiift 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation^ but is passed 
from death unto life," already. The Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath freed the believer 
from the law of sin and of death, and has al- 
so created in him a new life. He has given 
Kim a new birth iinto the spiritual world, and 
spiritual senses to fit him for spiritual enjoy- 
ments : for he is actually passed from^ death 
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unto life. By the Holy Spirit a$ the agent, 
and by faith as the instrument, he is made 
a child of God, united to Christ, one 
with him, interested in him, and so closely 
joined to him, as the members are to the 
head, as to be a real partaker of all that he 
did upon earth, and of all that he is now do- 
ing for his redeemed in heaven. He has a 
good warrant, for he is not only permitted, 
but also commanded, to apply to himself all 
the privileges and blessings, which are con* 
tained in this large charter of grace. " Ye 
- are complete in Christ, who is., the head of 
all principality and power : in whom also ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ, buried with him in baptism, where- 
in also ye are risen with him, through the 
faidi of the operation of God, who hath rais»- 
ed him from the dead. And you being 
dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all trespasses blot- 
ting out the handwriting of ordinances, that 
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#as again^ us, wWch was cotrtrary to us ; 
and he took it out q{ the way, nailing it to 
bis cross, and having spoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in that sani^ cross/' 
In this view of the almighty cocic^eror of 
dil our enemies^ and of his enabling us also 
by faith to conrte after him, •conquertng and 
to conqiter, what thanks aiafd praises should 
be given unto hira ? There is no pOssiWfc 
^vil, but he has retskovtd it from us^— and no 
possible good, but fae has obtained the right, 
and gives the possession. We are complete 
in him, our head— e-coi»pleteljr ciix^umcised 
in heart by his circvttnclsionH so as t^ put off 
the body of sin, and risen indeed with him 
by the faith of fats own iteration : through 
^hich we have the first resurrecti(Hi from the 
grave of sin, and shall have the resurrection 
^f the body from the grave of death* He now 
gives the first as a sure earnest of the second. 
He raises us from the grave of sin, and quick- 
ens us to newness of life, and thereby gives 
us a lively hope, that we shaU one day be with 
him and like him. In tlus hope the redeemed 
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of the Lord have thus expressed their joyi 
We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners, 
in defiance of alt our enemies — we need not 
fear sin, nor Satan, nor death, nor hell. Our 
Redeemer is strong, the Lord of hosts is 
his nan^. He for us men, and for our 
salvation, was manifested to destroy the 
works of the devlL And he has destroyed 
them. He died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification. His victory was com- 
plete, and in him we conquer. We come 
after him only to gather up the spoils of his 
triumph. Through faith in him the sting of 
death i& taken out of the conscience, and 
thereby the fear of it out of the heart—- A 
beUever ought to say, and when he is in hi& 
right mind he says with joy and gratitude 

^** The Lord is my light, and my salvation,. 

what then shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom then shall I be 
afraid ? Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley and shadow of death, I will fear no evil 
-«-I need not fear any, because thou my 
Lord and Saviour hast promised to be with 
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toe, thy rod and thy staff, they shall comfb'h 
me.'! What an infallible antidote has out 
lesus here provided against all guilty fears, 
and against all natural fears ? These pro- 
mises to his dying followers cannot fail. He 
who made them is almighly to fulfil them ; 
^tnd almighty to enable us to believe, that he 
will both support and comfort. Jesus won- 
derful in his person, wonderful in all his works 
and ways — has changed the very nature of 
death. He has turned it into life. Whosoe-* 
ver believeth in him shall never die, but is 
passed already from death unto life. The 
Holy Spirit has put him into present posses- 
sion of a life laid up with Christ, out of the 
reach of death. So that when his body ex- 
pires, it falls asleep in the Lord, and his spirit 
enters upon an eternal triumph of life and 
glory, among the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 

O what a deliverance is this from the 
bondage of sin, and the terrors of the grave. 
It is the peculiar blessedness of believers in 
Jesus : for the natural man cannot but fear 
^9i\hf and look upon it as his enemy. He 
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has no prospects, but what are bounded by 
time. His whole happiness is in the present 
world, and in the enjoyment of what he ealis 
the blessings c^ it. He was laying fine plans, 
and hoping to live to execute them — ^heap- 
ing up riches — ^living in the unrestrained 
liberty of sensual enjoyments — murdering 
his time — mispending his talents — without 
any doncem about eternal things — when, lo, 
an enemy comes, and ptits an end to all his 
sdiemes. He dies. Perhaps he may be & 
sceptic, doubting of the certainty of a future 
state : 1^ may wish there was none, but he 
can have no evidence : and if he continue 
to wish it, even to the last, O what a scene 
will open, when he meets a just and an angry 
God ! He may be a materialist, and please 
himself with fancying, that what we call his 
soul, will vanish at his death into soft air : 
but the God of truth says, That whtn the 
dust shall return to the earth, as it was, the 
spirit shall return to God who gave it : and 
in the morning of the resurrection Christ 
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will reanimate the dust, arid body and soul 
shall be united to live for ever. He may 
be one of the careless, quite unprepared, but 
when the messenger arrests him, he must 
go with him, and that in a moment. Per- 
haps he may be a moralist, trusting to his 
own goodness ; he may fortify himself with 
arguments taken from Seneca, but these will 
furnish him with no armour, proof against 
the guilt of sin, or the sting of death. He 
may seek aids from philosophy, falsely so 
called, but its votaries professing themselves 
to be wLse, in the hour of death found that 
they were fools. Every human help has 
failed, when most wanted. "But blessed 
b he, who hath' the God of Jacob for his 
help, and whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
who made heaven and earth, and all that 
therein is, who keepeth his promise for 
ever." Here is the Christian's never failing 
support. God, even his covenant God has 
promised to be with him, and to be his Sa- 
viour in death. God Jesus, almighty to 
keep his promise for ever, is his one hope, 
living and dying : and he is his gain both in 
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life and death. Ittie has won Christ, he hag 
lived to a blessed time, and whenever he 
dies, Christ will make death his friend, and 
will reconcile him to his going to the Lord, 
which is best of alL To look upon death as an 
enemy, to fear it, as if it could take from us 
any thing worth keeping, or as if it did hot 
put us into the eternal possession of every 
thing worth enjoying, these are views of the 
resurrection of Jesus very dishonourable to 
his victories, and very injurious to our in*, 
terest in him. He undertook to conquer 
death for us, as our surety. He has done 
it. He has swallowed up death in victory. 
He has made it our friend and our benefac* 
tor : for he has engaged to support us in our 
last moments. He never did, he never cah 
fail any who put their trust in him. Expe- 
rience has confirmed his faithfulness in all 
ages. His soldiers, whoni he made valiant 
in fight, a goodly company whom no one can 
number, have triumphed gloriously — before 
death — in death-^and after death. 

Before death he prepared them to meet it 
in faith : for the great design of his gospel 
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is to firm them against the guilt of sin, and 
the terrors of death* And thej are good 
soldiers of Christ Jesus who put on this ar- 
mour — who have learnt their exercise, and 
who by their daily battles keep their arms 
shining and bright. Looking to Jesus, the 
Captain of their salvation, for orders, for 
courage, for strength, for victory, all oppo« 
aition fall before them. He enables them to 
fight the good fight of faith, and the more 
they conquer sin, the less they have to fear 
from death : for Christ is to them the whole 
armour of God, and the pieces of this ar* 
mour are the graces of his Spirit. For with 
these the apostle says, in Ephesians, chap, 
vi. that Christ has perfectly equipped the 
armies of the Lord. They have the truth 
of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the 
peace of God in Christ, faith in Christ, the 
word of Christ, hope in Christ, and prayer 
to Christ for fresh supplies of his Spirit, 
that he would enable them to make such a 
use of their armour, that they might get the 
victory over sin and death, and he might get 
all the praise. In this holy war, he is every 
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tlung to them, and they find in him, and re- 
tscive out of his fulness, whatever they want 
for rtje peace of their conscience, and for the 
happiness of their hearts. Sin. is pardoned. 
Death is ccwquered. They espeHeiiCQ the 
power of his resurrection, and being passed 
from death unto life, they have believing 
views of their own dissolution. We read 
of their deliverance from the fear of deaths 
and we have examples, of those who were 
more afraid of sin than of death, yea, who 
chose to gp into a burning fiery furnace, 
rather than ofiend their God : hear how they 
triumphed — " Our God is aWe to^ deliver 
us, but if he does not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up." Hear the witness of another Chris- 
tian hero, how he was enabled to Ipok upon 
death — •' The Holy Qhost witnesseth in 
every city, saying,, that bonds and afflictions 
abide me : but none of these things move 
me, neither count I my Kfe dear to my- 
sclf, so that I might finish my course with 
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joy, and the ministry which I haye received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospol of the 
grace of God," This was a great victory, 
but the case is not singular. In the same 
faith died the noUe army of martyrs, of 
whom we read—* ' That they overcame the 
accuser of the brethren by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, 
and they loved not their lives unto the 
death.** And to this day, the Holy Spirit 
witnesses to the same truth, and seals it up* 
on the consciences of believers in the hour 
of death. I call one evidence, a great digni- 
ty in our Church, a man of great learnings 

and never suspected of enthusiasm, being 
near his death he thus expressed himself-^ 
*^ I cannot plead innocency of life, especial- 
ly of my youth j but I am to be judged by a 
merciful God, who is not willing to see what 
I have done amiss : and though of myself I 
have nothing to present to him, but sins and 
misery : yet I know he looks not up^i me 
now as I am of myself, but as I am in my 
Saviour^ and hath given me^ even at this- 
time, some testimonies by his Holy Spirit, 
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that I am of the number of his elect : I am 
therefore full of joy, a^ shall die in peace*' ' 
Thus the precious Jesus was to them in 
the prospect of death more desirable than 
life itself. So he was to them in dying. All 
these died in faith. They were his witness- 
es, that he kept every thing hurtful from 
.them, and brought them in triumph to the end 
of their lives. That great company round his 
throne who are crowned conquerors, testify 
forhim that he did not leave them, nor for- 
sake them one moment. He kept his word 
with them. He smoothed their bed in their 
sickness. He was tender over them, and wi- 
ped away all tears from their eyes. — When 
fainting, he gave them strong consolation. 
When he called them to meet death in all its 
terrors, to suffer in flames of fire, to be torn 
to pieces by wild beasts, to be tormented in 
every way that malice could invent, or the 
power of tyrants could inflict — he was with 
them — their Saviour and their God — the ten- 
der care of his heart, and the mighty power 
of his arm, were never more felt than wlien 
most wanted. He kept hL^ peace ruling in 
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their consciences always and by att means^ 
and gave them to feel, that bodily pain ^could 
not lessen his love to them, nor abate or 
stop their love to him. 

I might bring a cloud of witnesses to 
prove the compassion of Jesus to his redeem- 
ed in their dying hours ; but let these two 
suffice : Dr. Thomas Goodwin was upon 
bis death-bed, when his friend Mr. Collins 
came to visit him, and to pray with him, to 
whom he said — " He rejoiced that he was 
dying, and going to have a full and uninter- 
rupted communion with God." — ^^I am go- 
ing, said he, to the three persons with whom I 
have had communion: they have taken me, I 
did not take them. I shall be changed in the 
twinkling of an eye. All my lusts and cor- 
ruptions I shall be rid of, which I could not 
be here.^' — After mentioning those great ex- 
amples of faith in Hebrews, chap. xi. he said, 
** All these died in faith: I could not have 
imagined I should ever have such a measure 
of fliith as I have in this hour. My bow 
abides ill strength. Is Christ divided ? No,. 
I have the whole of hi$ righteousness, I am 
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found in hhn, not in my own righteousness^ 
Mrhich is of the law, but in the righteousness 
which is of God, which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ, who loved me and gave himself for 
me : Christ cannot love me better than he 
does, and I think I cannot love Christ better 
than Ido : I am swallowed up in God."— -The 
historian remarks. That with this assurance 
of faith and fulness of joy his soul left this 
world, and went to see and to enjoy the reality 
of that blessed state of glory, of which, in a 
discourse on that subject, he had given a 
very lively description. 

I may be permitted to call another wit- 
ness to this blessed truth, a believer who 
just before lus death addressed himsetf to his 
friends in these wards—" My brethren, is 
not this very amazing to you ? When I con- 
template the holines^ of God, I cannot but 
cry out, that I myself am vile, most vile : 
and then when I consider the justice of God, 
could any one imagine, but that I should be 
struck with most dreadful apprehensions of 
approaching judgment and deserved wrath? 
Instead of that, I am under no fear of the 
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latter, and much desire the former. I long 
to appear before this holy just God : I have 
a righteousness to plead that is perfect. 
The holy Jesus is my security ; and I cannot 
be disappointed : In Christ the justice of 
God is as much my security as his mercy. 
Here is a holiness that transcends that of all 
the angelic host. There is no charging my 
Redeemer with possible folly : O, I know I 
am pardoned for the sake of Jesus Christ, * 
my only Lord and mediator ; I am sure of 
it : I am fully, freely pardoned : I shall soon 
be thoroughly sanctified and fitted for glory : 
O, I want words to express my gratitude, to 
tell my joy. Adored be God, my Lord, my 
Saviour : this is the work of Gbdalcme : O 
.unfathomable love, infinite condescension, 
tinmerited, unbounded grace to a vile oflBen* 
der ; I deserve hell : I enjoy heaven." 

O thou that readest this honourable meuii 
tion of the love of Jesus to his dying follow- 
ers, may it be . given thee to find him near 
to thee in that time .of need ! If thy faith 
b^ in him, doubt not. Take courage, and 
live up to thy privUeges. Regard hiapra. 
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liiise. Observe his faithfulness to it. De'- 
pend upon his arm. Trust in him, and be 
not afraid. Since he has overcome death, 
why shouldest thou fear that it will over- 
come thee ? Is not his victory thine? What- 
ever thou feelest in thyself, if nature shrink, 
and thou hast many uneasy thoughts about 
thy dissolution ; remember that all thy salva- 
tion is in, and from him, and he has. made 
thee a free gift of salvation, and of all the 
things which accompany salvation- — he un- 
dertook it all — he has finished it all — he has 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself — he 
has conquered death. It is now a vanquish- 
ed foe. In his hand it is the royal way to the 
kingdom, the only way. Trust him, he 
will not suffer it - to hurt thee. Trust him, 
and thou wilt find there is nothing in it that 
ought to frighten thee. Breath may be fail- 
ing thee, but Jesus will not fail thee. He 
has pronounced them blessed, he will infal- 
libly make them blessed, who die in the 
Lord. Only believe, and thou wilt experi- 
ence, that he has dying consolations for his 
dying friends. They live in death. He makes 
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tfaem blessed in dying : yea, sometimes to- 
encourage the faith of others, and to recom- 
mend his own grace, he has vouchsafed to 
give them, at the time of their death, a fore, 
taste of the glory which was just going to 
be revealed. In this faith they leave the 
world, casting all their care for time and for 
eternity, for body and soul, upon him who 
careth for them. Jesus, into thy hand I com- 
mend my spirit, for thou hast redeemed me, O 
Lord, thou God of truth. I believe in the 
resurrection of the body : thou hast promis- 
ed it, and I hope it shall be done unto me 
according to thy word. Christ is the first 
fruits,' and afterward they that are Christ's 
at his coming, when he will bring the joyful 
harvest with him ; therefore into his faithful 
hands I commit my body. I take my leave 
of it in faith. It is not possible that the grave 
should hold me, any more than it could him. 
And I not only hope to be raised from the 
grave, but I shall be brought out of it in 
triumph, on that day of wonders, when Jesus 
Christ, the great God and our Saviour, shaB 
change this my vile body, and shall make it 
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Jike unto his own most glorious body. O 
what a change ! O what a miracle ! This ve- 
ry body, which is now sinful dust, shall be like 
the Son of God, who is the standard of all 
perfection — even this body of mine shall 
be conformed to his most glorious body ; 
although it be now an house, so infected with 
the leprosy of sin, that it must be taken 
down, yet out of its ruins will the Lord raise 
it a monument to his eternal praise, even an 
habitation of God by his Spirit. Come then, 
thou blessed of the Lord, O welcome, wel- 
come death — thou art the smiling messen- 
ger from ray Jesus, bringing with thee glad 
tidings of great joy— ^of a salvation secured 
from all possible evil, and the enjoyment of 
all possible good. In sure and certain 
hope of this complete and eternal salvation, 
Ir 'resign my body into thy hands, thou Lord 
of; life, and giver of glory— I entrust it with 
thee to be kept ugainst that day, when all 
that; sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
JFor this prosper, for believing views of it, 
lot the.Q^oTiesty' a&d for some little foretaste 

_ . _ _ _ . 
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of it, to the eternal Three be eternal praise* 
Amen, 

Such are the hopes of a real Christian, 
which he is warranted, which he is comman- 
ded to entertain in the hour of death, which 
God in his infinite grace actually favours his 
people with to the strengthening of their 
faith, and to the silencing of unbelievers. 
Never did he display his faithfulness more 
signally than in our times. Many instances 
might be given, but Iselect one, who thus ex- 
pressed himself to his friends surrounding 
his death bed, 

" My soul is abundantly comforted and 
refreshed : my body is dying, but my mind 
is still vigorous and alive : I- feel the cold 
hand of death is actually upon me ; and you 
may feel it too, if you touch my feet and 
legs, they are once more clay. Blessed be 
God, death is no king of terrors to me. He 
is a welcome messenger, because sent by my 
heavenly Father. Here I am, O Lord, wait- 
ing thy pleasure ; ready to obey the sum- 
mons. Thy will, O Lord, be done. Bles- 
sed be God, that the attack is made below i 
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nay head is as yet very clear, and untouched, 
and till my heart feels the damp, I hope to 
be engaged in work suitable to a death- 
bed : It is not to me a bed of languishing or 
wasting. This poor remainder of a body is 
hardly capable of any greater decay, till it 
moulders in the grave; and there let it 
moulder. Who would not part with it a^ 
it is ? It is now my burden, my bar to hap- 
piness, an hindrance to a liyely spiritual 
communion with God. But, O my friends, 
it is united to Christ, and shall therefore one 
day become a glorious body. This corrup* 
lion shall put on incorruption, and shall be 
for ever with the Lord.'* Thanks be to 
God for such a witness— *may my latter end 
bQ like hist 
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he looks back and surveys what he was by 
nature and practice— When he considers 
what he is now, ahhough he be renewed by 
grace — And when he looks forward to what 
he hopes to be at the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ — 

Every thing in the scripture doctrine, and 
every thing in scripture experience leads 
him to conclude — Behold, 1 am vile, I ab- 
hor myself, and repent in dust and ashes* 
So that whenever he is tempted to glory, he 
has nothing left him to glory in, but the 
Lord : Self always abased, that Christ alone 
may be exalted. 

When he looks back to what he was by 
nature, and practice: the more he knows he 
will be the more deeply humbled, for what 
he was when under the law» and under sin^ 

■ 

and for what he still feels of a body of sin, 
and of death. He was the creature of God's 
power, made out of nothing— distinguished 
hy his being in the image of God, and by 
being capable of communion with him in all 
the graces and blessings of his love. He was, 
under the best law that could be given him 
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for prometicig God's glory and his own hap^ 
piness. He was bound to perfect and con« 
tinual obedience to it, and was left to his 
own wiU and power, that he should not of^ 
fend in any one point. But upon his trans- 
gression he became liable to suffer the 
threatened pains and penalties of the broken 
law. Every right view of himself in this 
sate ought to humble and to abase the sin-^ 
ner, and it effectually does, when the con- 
viction is from God. He then finds that his 
nature was earthly, sensual, and having not 
ifce Spirit, it was alienated from the life of God. 
All his thoughts and actions were not only 
irregular, but also contrary to the holy law. 
His very imagination was evil, only evil, and 
that continually. His understanding was not 
only ignorant of spiritual things, but Avas 
darkness itself. His will was a rebel. His af- 
fections apostate, ever at enmity with God. 
Misery and destruction were in his ways : 
of the way of peace he had no knowledge, 
neither was there any fear of God before his 
eyes. For although death and hell were 
threatened, and were ready to give him the 
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just wages of his iniquity, yet he was quit^ 
careless and secure. Like tlie atheists of old, 
when warned of their approaching destruc- 
tion by, the prophet — '* Let us eat and drink, 
8ay they, for to-mafrow we die." 

This true knowledge of the exceeding 
evil of sin, and the right humiliation for it, ^ 
come by believing, and are the genuine fruits 
and effects of it. Legal conviction has guilt? 
and bondage in it,, and worketh sorrow unta 
death. But the conviction of the Holy Spi- 
rit reveals the remedy along with the dis- 
ease, and produces such a repentance as i& 
not to be repented of — a turning from sint6 
Christ — teaching us practically and daily, 
what we are in ourselves, and how much we 
want such an almighty Saviour, to teach us. 
how to trust in him as our great high priest,, 
and to live happy and holy imder his govern- 
ment, which is perfect freedom. Every act 
of this faith is humbling. The believer is 
made to feel his need of that in himself, 
which he is commanded to trust in Christ 
for. And the more he is enabled to depend 
upon Christ, he will certainly have the less 
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in himself. And when his whole dependence 
is as it ought to be, fixed upon Christy he 
will come to the apostle's experience, even 
so to rejoice in Christ Jesus, as to put no 
confidence in the flesh. Herein consists the 
triumph of the Christian. In every step of 
bis walk and warfare he is led from self to 
Christ — kept humbled in his own eyes that 
he may exalt the Saviour — emptied of self 
.tiiat he may live upon the fulness of Jesus, 
and may thereby be taught to rest his heart 
in |iim at all times, and for all things. 

With respect to sin, it is his daily burden, 
under which he is always sorrowing, yet in 
Christ he can always rejoice. The more htt 
knows of the exceeding wickedness of sin, 
the more precious is Jesus, and the more 
does he value the blood of the Lamb of God, 
which cleanseth from all sin. In his con* 
science purged from guilt, he can triumph 
with exceeding great joy, that there is now 
no condemnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesus : for where sin abounded, grace doei 
much more abound : that as sin hath reign^ 
od unto death, even so might grace reign 
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through righteousness unto eternal life \f$ 
Jesus Christ our Lord. His grateful acknow- 
ledgments are such as the following: 

I was even as others once— by nature a 
child of wrath, and aa heir of misery — I was 
going on in the broad way of destruction-*^ 
careless and secure — and I am quite aston- 
ished to see the danger that I was in — I 
tremble to behold the precipice which I was 
ready to fall over, when Jesus opened mine 
eyes, and by the light of his word and Spirit^ 
showed me my guilt and my danger, and put 
it into my heart to flee from the wrath to come. 
O what a most merciful escape ! I cannot 
think of it without adoring the compassion* 
ate Saviour, who remembered me in my 
low estate : for his mercy endureth for even 
And hath redeemed me from the hand of all 
mine enemies : for his mercy endureth for 
ever. Not unto me, not unto me in the 
least, but to the super-abounding grace of 
my God be all the glory. That the Father 
would make me an object of his choice and 
love — that Jesus Immanuel would humble 
hinqiself to be manifest in the fleshy and be 
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vation — that the Holy Ghost \\'ould give me 
a new birth into the spiritual world, and 
would quicken me into union with Jesus; 
and to the enjoyment of the Father's love in 
him — adored for ever and ever be the holr, 
blessed and glorious Trinity. That such a 
filthy sinner should be cleansed from all sin 
— that such an ungodly creature should be 
freely justified by grace — ^that such a misera- 
ble sinner should be blessed with all spiritual 
blessings — ^that such a weak creature should 
be strengthened mightily by the spirit in the 
inner man, and when weakest in myself, tl n 
to be strongest in the Lord — O what riches 
—what unsearchable riches of grace arc 
these ! Abide with me, O shou Spirit of 
the Father and the Son, and keep me con* 
stantly dependent on the fresh supplies of 
thy divine influence. By thy daily teaching 
keep open to me the depth and mystery of 
iniquity, the exceeding wickedness of sin— -^ 
of my sin, that by thy holy inspiration 1 may 
live more by faith, and nothing, may be si f^ 
fered to binder my growing fellowship with 
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the Father and the Scm, until I am admitted: 
to full and eternal fellowship* Amen, 

Thus reflecting with self-abhorrence upoa 
ivhat he was by nature* when he was under 
the law, and under sin, which is the trans* 
gression of the law, alive to sin, but dead to 
God — he is led to consider. 

What he is now, although he be renew* 
ed by grace, a bdicver and a man in Christ: 
How he feels himself, after much and sound 
experience of his title to salvation, and of 
his enjoyment of the things which accom- 
pany salvation. Every day and in every 

thing he has fresh matter for the deepest hu- 

miliation* He finds, that he still is a man in 
Adam — still he carries about him a sinful 
nature, an old man as well as a new, a body 
of sin with all its members, he has spirit, bid 
he has also flesh, and that which is bom of 
the flesh is fleshy nothing but corruption, as 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
The old man has flesh still, with all its appe- 
tites and lusts : the new man is by the Spirit 
of life, that is in Christ Jesus, alive, to God. 
In the same person sin dwdleth^ as we read. 



157 

^* When we were in the flesh, the motions 
of sin, which were by the law, did work in 
our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 
And the new man liveth, who after God is 
created in righteousnesis and true holiness.'* 
The apostle in Romans, chap. vii. not only 
confesses that he had nature and grace in 
him at the same time, but also describes it 
at full length. Indwelling sin was his con- 
tinual grief, and his heavy burden : an apos- 
tie in Christ, and yet he felt the plague of 
his own heart : and it was his daily cross, 
which he was forced to bear— and his con- 
Stant enemy, against which he was always 
at war— no peace, no truce could be made. 
The flesh was ever lusting against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh, and these two 
with such unceasing opposition night and 
day, that he could not do the things that he 
would, either so continually or so perfectly. 
He describes this battle as it was carried on 
in his own experience, the two combatants 
striving in him for mastery. He was a 
^ood soldier of Jesus Christ, and as well in- 

O 
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structed and armed as ever any believer was 
for this warfare, having on the whole armour 
of God, and yet wearied with this daily con- 
flict, he is forced to cry out, " O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ?" He had no deliver- 
ance in or from himself, it was against him- 
iself that he sought, and of himself he was 
led to despair. But looking to Jesus he takes 
courage, assuring himself of a complete vic- 
tory, and of an everlasting triumph in the 
Captain of his salvation — I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then, 

(this is the conclusion of the whole matter) 

so then, with the mind 1 myself serve the 
law of God, but with the flesh the law of 

sin. 

This 13 still the experience of evey true 
believer, at all times, and upon all occasions. 
He has a practical comment upon the 
seventh chapter of the Romans in his own 
bosom. He has heart-felt experience of the 
wai fare between the flesh and the spirit. He 
finds it hard fighting ; harder, because it is 
continual — it will never cease so long as flesh 
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is flesh, that is, so long as the believer lives 
in the body and in the present world. In- 
dwelling sin never rests — it is like the 
troubled sea, always casting up its filthy mo- 
tions, and then the most troublesome when 
he would be the freest from them. O what 
humbling lessons does he learn in all his ap- 
proaches to God : he knows his privileges, 
and he wishes to live up to them, but he can- 
not. When he would draw near to God in 
the prayer of faith, the spirit is willing, but 
the flesh is weak. On his bended knees de- 
siring to confess his sins, and to humble 
himself under the mighty hand of God, im- 
ploring pardon through the redemption that 
is in the blood of the Lamb, and expecting 
it freely, as the most sovereign mercy that a 
poor sinner can receive. Alas ! alas ! even 
then shame and confusion cover his face. 
He desires to ^eep his thoughts from wan- 
dering, he would have his whole heart en- 
gaged in the duty, but he cannot. His ima- 
gination is not to be restrained. When he 
would be uniting all his affections in fervent 
a;nd effectual prayer—vain, foolish thoughts 
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force themselves upon him — ^he drives thettt 
away as Abraham did the birds which came 
down upon the sacrifice, but they will return. 
He mourns, as well he may, for these dis- 
tractions of his mind, and is deeply con« 
vinced, that a most holy God might justly 
condemn him for his very best devotions. 
He is therefore led to put them into the hands 
of the Mediator, that he may perfume them 
with much of his incense for their accep. 
tance, and through his intercession, and 
through that only, he may obtain an answer 
of grace. 

Neither can he trust in his praises any 

more than in his prayers. Let him praise 
ever so much, and ever so well, yet he can 
make no suitable acknowledgments for the 
blessing of creation. Once he was nothing : 
for his being at all — ^for such a being, rather 
than any other — for being made a man, and 
at first highly favoured with the image and 
friendship of God— <-who can e:2cpress the 
noble acts of the Lord, or show forth all his 
praise for the miracle of creation ? But who 
can conceive how great, how endless arc the 
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blessings of the new creation ? For they are 
all gifts of God's grace — distinguishing and 
sovereign — given to sinners as sinners— to 
the chief of sinners — continued to the un- 
worthy — increased to the unthankful — how 
great in their nature — how invaluable the 
sum of them ! The believer deeply impress-, 
ed with these sentiments acknowledges that 
he is less than the least of all God's mercies,^ 
vea, he is sensible that he deserves the hea- 
viest of the divine vengeance : so that his 
prayer, God be merciful to me a sinner^ lays: 
the foundation of his very best praises. He 
whovhas most forgiven will love most. He 
who feels what he really is among the chief 
of sinners, will be among the chief of those 
worshippers who ascribe all their salvation 
to God and the Lamb. The humblest a- 
mougst them will feel that they have most 
reason to be thankful. But still their prais- 
es are no payment. They must receive 
fresh grace to praise with, and more grace 
to praise better. The debt increases by the 
addition of fresh gifts of grace, and leaves 

the believer nothing to glory in but the Lord 

O 2 
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-^to be saved — ^to feel it— to enjoy it by 
faith — to be made, and to be kept thankful, 
giving all the glory where it is due ; these 
are among the mercies which endure for 
ever. 

• In this school ci self-abasement he li 
taught to be humbled for his short attainv 
ments in the scriptures, read, or preached, 
or meditated on. How seldom does he at*- 
tend the word, as that congregation did-— 
^* Behold we are all here present before God 
to hear all things that are commanded thee 
of God.'* This preparation of heart was 
from the Lord. He disposed Cornelius and 
his family to receive the word aright, and 
his blessing came upon them in hearing it ; 
for while Peter was speaking, the Holy 
Ghost fell on all them that heard the word* 
And it would be so still, if there was the 
same dependence on his grace, and the 
prayer of faith for his teaching along with 
the word« How little is this depended upon 
under hearing, although the profit be entire- 
ly from him. How seldom is the mixing 
&ith with At received and acknowledged^ 
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therefore tte memory keeps littl? impression 
of the wordy and in heart it is not fruitful as 
it ought to be« On all these accounts the 
believer mourns and is humbled before God. 
He feels it to be true, " 1 know that in .me, 
that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing ; 
for to will is present with me, but how to 
perform that which is good, I find not.'' He 
is sensible of these failings ajid distractions, 
even when he labours to be most free from 
them. He is going to the Lord's table to be 
fed and feasted, hoping that he is one with 
Christ, and Christ is one with him. He 
would gladly partake of the fruits and 
blessings of this union by communion 
with Christ, by receiving the bread of life, 
and the cup of salvation, according to 
Christ's holy institution. He comes in faith 
to eat the flesh of Christ, and to drink hia 
blood, in grateful remembrance of him — ^ac 
cording as he hath been taught — The body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
was given for me, preserve my body and soul 
unto eternal life — I take and 1 ^at this bread, 
and I take and I drink this cup in remem* 
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brance that Christ died for me, and 1 
desire to feed on him in my heart by faith 
with thanksgiving. In this service he would 
have his whole soul engaged, that nothing 
might interrupt his communion with his be- 
loved. But vain thoughts, which lodge 
within him, will break out. They intrude, 
although most unwelcome guests, into this- 
banquet of love. So that he is constrained 



to cry out, Lord Jesus, pardon the failings 
of my holy things ; I come to the throne of 
thy grace, that I may obtain mercy, and 
may find more grace to help me in every 
time o{ need. — When he is led to consider 
what is the cause of all these failings — O 
what an abiding lesson of humility has he 
to learn ! He sees that they all spring from 
the bitter root of unbelief, and are the fruits 
cf remaining corruption ; which can only be 
kept down, and conquered, as the strength of. 
Christ apprehended by faith prevails over 
them. Self, pride, legality, nurse them : 
they have their being, their activity, their 
power, from those fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, and render the whole life of 
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die believer one continued act of self-denial. 
He has still a body of sin, with all its mem- 
bers mixing with every duty, so that he can- 
not ground his faith and hope upon the best 
of them. The work of Jesus upon earth, the 
intercession of Jesus in heaven, are the sole 
ground of his confidence towards God. His 
motive is good — he aims at pleasing God in 
all things, he would do his will, and suffer 
his will, as it is his bounden duty with faith, 
and patience. His end is good — he would 
gladly keep the glory of God in his eye, 
and direct all he does to it, as his elder 
brethren do in heaven. But he cannot* 
When the spirit is willing, the flesh is wo^k. 
Yet he is mrt so discouraged as to give over 
and cease his approaches to Gpdg because of 
bis infirmities. Having obtained help of 
Qod he fights on the good fight of faith* 
He does not leave off praying because he is 
not so spiritual as he desires to be : But he 
is rather more earnest and fervent. The 
Spirit helping his infirmities, keeps him in a 
humble dependence upon Jesus, waiting on 
him for a due sense of his wants» for the ac- 
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ceptance of his prayers, for a supply of 
them, for pardoning the failings of them, for 
more faith in them, and for enabling him to 
continue instant in prayer, according to the 
divine command, that men ought always to 
pray and not to faint. This supposes them 
to be kept in a praying frame, and to use the', 
means which Saint Jude recommends for 
the obtaining of these blessings, ** But ye 
beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the, love of God, looking 
for thc^ mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ un- 
to eternal life,'* 

. As he is not weary of his prayers because 
they are not so spiritual as he could wish : 
so neither: is he weary of his praises, al- 
though they fall far short of what such a 
Saviour deserves, and of what he would ac- 
knowledge with all possible gratitude: ht-' 
cause he falls short, he aims higher. He 
feels himself under infinite obligations to 
the Father for his love, to the Son for his 
salvation, and by the supply of the Spirit*s 
grace he is made sensible, that he is not on- 
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ly less than the least of diviBe mercies, but 
if he had his just deserts, he should have 
judgment without mercy. This lays the 
foundation, for his highest praises. The 
faithful witness for Jesus makes the believer 
willing to be beholden to him for every mer- 
cy ; yea, to glory in being a pensioner upon 
his fulness. From whom he receives grace 
for grace, that in all things he may be giv- 
ing of thanks : according to the Lord's fa- 
vour to his people, informing them to take 
with them words, and turn to the Lord, and 
say unto him, " Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciously, so will we render the 
calves of our lips." This is the sacrifice 
of the New Testament worshippers, who 
through Jesus the mediator offer the sacri- 
fice of praise continually : that is, the fruit 
of their lips giving thanks to his name, 
wishing, praying to do it with some of the 
praises of heaven, as one said, " I will hope 
continually, and I will yet praise thee more 
and more. ' 

As these prayers and prai§es are ground- 
ed upon faith in the divine promises, this 
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Xnakes the believer a diligent reader of the 
scriptures. He does not neglect his bible, 
because he has not yet attained the perfect 
knowledge of every part of it. For that 
very reason he studies it more : he prays 
more over it — grows more thankful for the 
divine power, which still accompanies it, and 
studies and prays that he may experience 
more of this power : It has been the means 
of making him wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. He finds it 
also to be the food of this faith — it nourishes 
him, and he grows thereby. He hears, 
reads, meditates, and keeps on praying to the 
Holy Ghost to write the scriptures upon his 
heart, and to make his life a fair copy of 
them. And what he thus learns, preserves 
him in a settled dependence upon the faith- 
fulness of God to his word and promise. 
And he is not disappointed : he finds that all 
the scripture which was given by the inspi- 
ration of God is still profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
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works. This blessing he has in his bible. 
The more he can mix faith with it, the more 
precious it becomes. His bible is his libra- 
ry. The study therein makes him wise for 
eternity : which is the superlative excellen* 
cy of bible knowledge, of which Jesus thus 
speaks, " Blessed is the man that heareth 
me, watcheth daily at my gates, waiting at 
the posts of my doors : for whoso findeth m© 
findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the 
Lprd.'* 

Thus in the use of means he is kept hum- 
ble and dependent, exercising the true gos- 
pel poverty of spirit in self-abasement, and 
So far from being stopped that he rather glo- 
ries and triumphs in his infirmities. The 
Opposition which they give helps him for- 
ward, they are always driving him out of 
* $elf to Christ, teaching him the necessity of 
the supplies of the Spirit, miaking him more 
diligent, and keeping him more humble in 
the use of the means. And thus he learns 
to live more by faith upon Christ, and to 
seek more close communion with him, and 

P 
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his fulness, especially at his table. He doc» 
not absent himself from it, because he has 
not the fellowship there, so close, intimate, 
and abiding, as he could wish, or because 
the last time he was there he was not so 
lively as he used to be, or because he was 
unworthy, and full of complaints. He has 
tasted that the Lord is gracious : and this 
taste has increased his hunger and thirst, the 
food which he wants, he does not carry with 
him, but he goes to receive it. When he 
hears his Lord's command — Take, eat this 
bread — drink this cup — do ye this in re- 
membrance of me — he obeys, believing the 
promise : this is my body given for you : 
this is my blood shed for you. The more 
faith in the promise, there will be the more 
appetite, and the more nourishment received 
from the spiritual food ; for then the Holy 
Spirit puts his influence into the elements, 
and the communicant eats the flesh of Christ 
indeed, and drinks his blood indeed, having 
by iaith communion with him in the bread 
and wine. At this table the believer is fed, 
nourished, and feasted with the bread that 
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Cometh down from heaven, even angels' 
food : for he that eateth of this bread shall 
live for ever. According to the Lord's own 
promise, ** Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day.'' The be- 
liever has this in his eye, both in what the 
banquet is now, and in what it is the pledge 
and earnest of, when it shall be realized* 
Faith gives a substance to the things pro- 
mised and hoped for. It has the earnest and 
the pledge of them. As certainly as we 
have the one, so certainly shall we have 
the other. A faithful God gives us this 
security — ^whoso is one by faith with Jesue 
shall sit down at the marriage supper of the 
Lamb : whoso eateth and drinketh at his 
table here in faith, shall infallibly eat and 
drink with him at his table in his kingdom 
of glory. The sure and certain hope of this 
makes our present feast at the Lord's sup- 
per an happy foretaste of that eternal ban- 
quet, when he will vouchsafe to admit us 
to the honours of his table, and of his king-, 
dom. O blessed, most blessed time ! The 
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prospect is animating, it brightens the dark* 
est day of affliction, refreshes the spirits un- 
der the heaviest trials, and is a rich cordial 
under the deepest feeling of indwelling sin* 
Where Christ is, all is blessed. Union with 
him is heaven begun, and this the believer 
is called to enjoy : even to enjoy commU" 
ixion with him in all he is and has. ChrisI 
is one with him* Christ will not leave him 
jior forsake him : nothing is able to separate 
the members from the head. He who has 
begun the good work has given the fullest 
security that he will not leave it unfinished. 
He will carry it on unto the end : for he is 
faithful who hath promised. And the apos- 
tle applies the words spoken to Joshua, and 
Bays that they were spoken also to us, that 
we might trust and not be afraid : ** This 
book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day 
and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein. For 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success. 
Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong 
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find of a good courage. Be not afraidi nei- 
ther be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy 
God is with thee, whithersoever thou goest.' • 
And he went out strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. He fought the 
Lord's battles, and prospered, until the whole 
land was subdued before him. There fail- 
ed not aught of any good thing, which the 
Lord had spoken to the house of Israel. 
All came to pass. Even so shall it be to 
the whole Israel of God. Every good sol- 
dier of Christ Jesus shall be kept safe by his 
almighty power, and under his banner shall 
fight the good fight of faith, until he obtains 
the promised inheritance, which is incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for them. He has taken 
possession of it in their name, as their $ure« 
ty, and not one of them caii perish : for he 
keeps the inheritance for them, and them for 
it : yea, the day is hastening on, when he 
will present all his redeemed unto the Fa- 
ther. " Of those whom thou hast given mc 
have I lost none ; behold I, and the children 
yrhom thou hast given me," 

P2 
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On all these accounts it is evident, that a 
believer every day, and in every thing, finds 
matter for the deepest humiliation. He has 
still a body of sin, remaining corruptions, 
daily infirmities, and short comings. All that 
he has of his own abases him in his own 
eyes : so that his triumph is never in him- 
self. His salvation with all its graces and 
blessings depends entirely upon what he is 
in Christ. On this foundation he may rest 
safely always, notwithstanding he has no- 
thing of his own to glory in. Most of his mis* 
takes and miseries come from his seeking to 
be independent of Christ — hoping to find 
that in himself, or in the world, which is oib. 
ly ip Christ. Self-love is unwilling to be be- 
holden to Christ for every good thing : it is 
always trying to put some confidence in the 
flesh: but the believer is commanded, and 
is taught to deny self— to put it upon the 
cross — and to^ crucify it daily with its affec- 
tions and lusts. As Christ is exaUed, self 
goes down. As Christ is beloved, self 
is not only denied, but is also abhorred. 
The prophet Ezekiel in the thirty. sixth chap- 
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ter describes the very height of the esCperi- 
ence of a great believer, who is blest with 
the abundant graces of the Holy Spirit. The 
result of which is, " Then shall ye remem- 
ber your own evil ways, and your doings, 
that were not good, and ye shall loathe your- 
selves in your own sight for your iniquities, 
and for your abominations : not for your 
sakes do I this, saith the Lord God, be it 
known unto you ; be ashamed and confound- 
ed for your own ways, O house of Israel." 
Such is the genuine working of true grace-^ 
it lays the sinner low at the Saviour's feet, 
abased and humbled to the dust — behold, I 
am vile — I abhor myself, and I repent iadust 

and ashes. The sense of God's distinguishing 
and sovereign mercy brings all high thoughts 
of self into subjection to Christ Jesus, and 
teaches the believer to walk humbly with 
his God, ascribing all his salvation to the 
praise of the glory of the exceeding riches 
of God's grace in his kindness towards us 
through Christ Jesus : that according as it 
is written, " He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord." 
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Thus it is evident, that when the believer 
looks back upon what he was by nature, or 
considers what he is now by grace, he has 
nothing of his own to boast of, yet even in 
this continual warfare between the flesh and 
the spirit, in Christ Jesus he may rejoice 
even to a triumph, a jubilee of joy. But 
the grand triumph is yet to come. The 
best glorying in the Lord here is only a 
prelude to it. Now we have the espousals 
with our heavenly bridegroom, but then the 
marriage will be consummated. Now we 
are kept waiting in hope for the crown of 
righteousness, but that will be our corona- 
tion day. What a day will it be ! What 
wonders and miracles! The promises, ex- 
ceeding great and exceeding precious, will 
then have their full and everlasting accom- 
plishment by a faithful God, when he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them who have believed. 
When they shall see him face to face — shall 
be with him where he is — shall be like him, 
and made capable of enjoying the honours, 
and riches, and pleasures of his kingdom, in 
their fulness of blessedness for evermore. 
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CHAP. XL 

The eternal Triumph. 

X HIS is the great lesson which the bc-- 
liever is learning, till he comes to the end of 
his faith — what is promised him, and what 
he hopes to be at the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is the centre, to which 
all his experience tends : and while he keeps 
it in view,* it so enlivens and animates his 
prospect, that come what may, he goes on 
his way rejoicing in hope of the glory of 

God. ^^ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard^ 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him. But God hath revealed them 
unto us by his Spirit.^' And by his holy 
inspiration he opens the eyes of the under- 
standing, both to understand what is reveal- 
ed, and also to know the things that are free, 
ly given to us of God. For great as they are, 
endless as they are, the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually 
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discerned. But he that is spiritual has spirit* 
ual senses given him toexercise upon spiritual 
things — he is made certain of their reality-— 
his faith gives a substance to the things ho- 
ped for, and evidence to the things not seen 
- — an hope that never maketh ashamed^-an 
evidence very clear and satisfying. Some- 
times he can triumph in hope of the glory 
of God, when the Holy Spirit sheds abroad 
in his heart the Father's love, and bestows 
great joy and peace in believing. But he 
who is thus taught of God knows only in 
part. An apostle knew no more. The best 
of our present enjoyment is only a foretaste 
of the heavenly banquet. But even this Wu 
tie is of such a nature, and has such effica^ 
cy, that when it is truly believed, it influen# 
ces the whole man, while he looks not at 
the things which are seen, but at the things 
virhich are not seen : for the things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which 
ate not seen are eternal. They are not seen 
by the eye of the body, but are visible by the 
eye of faith ; so we read, ^' Come, taste and 
see, how gracious the Lord is." By thbeye 
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of faith Moses saw him that is invisible : and 
this sight so affected him, and had such an 
influence upon his heart and life, that he lived 
above the world with all its temptations. 
This is the victory that overcame the world, 
even his faith. The same sight still works 
the same effect — producing a real value for 
spiritual and eternal things, and forming the 
heart to love and to practise the apostle's 
rule — " My conversation is in heaven, from 
whence also I look for the ffaviour the Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world." 
' In the scripture . view of our victory in 
Christ, there are two great points, which will 
take in all that is revealed of our eternal tri- 
umph, namely, the complete conquest of all 
our enemies — and the full and eternal enjoy- 
ment of all possible good. These two truths 
come now under our consideration ; and if 
we can meditate upon them under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, and mix faith 
with his revelation, we shall have a good 
warrant to begin those praises, which will 
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never end, and to sing in harmony with 
all the redeemed our everlasting jubilee. 

When we come to the end of our faith, 
even the eternal salvation of our souls, our 
victory is described to be a perfect deliver* 
ance from all evil — from sin, from suffering. 
Sin has brought all pain into the world—- 
miseries upon the body — miseries upon the 
soul — spiritual wickedness— numerous hosts 
of foes— mighty principalities and powers 
•—it has armed thousands, yea millions of 
them for our destruction — made us our own 
enemies by enslaving us to divers lusts and 
passions, making us the prey to earthly, sen- 
sual, devilish tempers— and as if there was not 
suffering enough in the world, filling us with 
many imaginary fears, which occasion real 
suffering. At last come the wages of sin — 
death with its terrors and hell with its torments* 
O what a deliverer! what a deliverance! 
Not one enemy left. They are all brought 
under and subdued, to rise no more. The 
Captain of our salvation has vanquished 
them for us. His victory is the earnest of 
ours. His was complete, so is ours. No 
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tein, no suffering can come near the habita- 
tion of his holiness. Indeed he suffered 
once for sin, but he put it away by that sa- 
crifice of himself. By faith we have the be- 
nefit of his suffering, a conscience purged 
from guilt, no condemnation left, no charge 
from any enemy. God himself justifies, 
God himself sees us, accepts us, glorifies us, 
in and with his son : for in that day he will 
present us to his father without spot of sin 
unto eternal salvation. 

Of this blessed and complete victory over 
all sin, and all suffering, the .prophet Isaiah 
had a delightful prospect, speaking of it in 

these words, ^^ And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and shall come to Sion 
with songs, and everlasting joy upon their 
heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." O 
give thanks unto the Lord, Jehovah, for he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever : 
let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom 
he hath redeemed from the hand of the ene- 
my. They have as much to thank their 
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ed them he has removed. That death, the 
wages of which they deserved, he has chang* 
ed into life. The pillars in his house, which 
are to go out no more, are thereby delivered' 
from sorrow, and crying, and from every 
pain. Ail the former things are passed a- 
way— sin is no more— pain is no more. In- 
to the kingdom of Jesus nothing of the old 
man is suffered to enter : for he creates all: 
things new. The Lord from heaven makea 
all his people like himself, conformed to his 
own image in righteousness and true holi* 
ness. A more perfect victory cannot be 
imagined, than to have enemies so vanquish^ 
ed, all enemies, that they shall never have 
entrance into the kingdom of God and his 
Christ. When believers shall come to the 
end of their faith, they shaH not only, be thus 
saved from all possible evil, but who can 
conceive what their actual enjoyments will 
then be ? To be saved from all sin, from aU 
the eiiicts of sin is a great mercy, yet it i^ 
only a part of our salvation. But looking at 
the world lying in wickedness, behoMmg the 
variety of pains and miseries in it,, from 



185 

which no one is exempt — no state of life 
free from them— the palace as full of them 
as the cottage — kingdoms convulsed— infide- 
lity spreading its poisonous influence, and at- 
tempting to destroy all good order and govern- 
ment — old age bringing its infirmities, and 
death hastening — it is certainly a great deli- 
verance, that none of those evils can approach, 
us any more. Blessed be God the Saviour 
Cor this great mercy. It is through his 
grace that his kingdom of glory will be kept 
in perfect peace, no evil, no fear of evil shall 
for one moment interrupt the happiness of 
his. subject&. But what is this compared to 
the actual enjoyment of all possible good. 
Who is able to declare fully what this will 
1;)e at the appearing of Jesus the great God ? 
We must wait for the full manifestation of 
the sons of God ! But yet there is a great 
deal revealed, which belongs to us and to 
our children. And if we can read it in faith^ 
with prayer, and with a« continual diepend-' 
ence upon the teaching and application of the 
Holy Spirit^ he will give us to form oujp 
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hearts and lives upon the certainty of vlhia& 
he has revealed* For our cimversaticm wiUL 
then be in heaven, and \ve shall have both 
the knowledge, and also the experienee of 
heavenly things, growii^ according to our 
feith. The word revelation signifies taking 
off the veil or covering from any thing, Aat 
it may be seen clearly. In the scripture 
sense it is removing the veil from heavenly 
things, which is the work of the Holy Spirit^ 
creating spiritual senses to exercise upon 
those heavenly things : of which the natural 
man can have no just ideas ; for he cannot 
i^nderstand nor receive the things that are 
freely given to us of God. But he that is 
taught of God has evidence given him of the 
Ideality and of the blessedness of those things, 
which are revealed, and by faith enjoyed^ 
Wheh such an one reads what God said to 
Abraham, " Afterthese things the wordof the 
Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying. Fear 
not, Abrafn, 1 am thy shield, and thy exceed- 
ii^ great reward.'* He reads it for himself : 
he makes the promise his own, and trusts 
in it as stedfastly as if God had spoken it 
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to him by a voice from heaven ; for so is hi^ 
warranted to, apply it by the jostle ; ^* now 
k was not writt^i for his sake alone, but 
for us also ;" no scripture being of any pri* 
vatc inter^tation,. The g^ of grace ta 
Abn\}iam was nothing short of an infinite 
good— for it was God himself : ** I will be 
thy God.'* What is meant by this relation 
has been largely treated of in the former 
volumes* . It is only needful to add, that it 
denotes the relation in which the Holy 
Trinity stand to believers, and the covenant 
engagements to them. God is theirs^-He 
is their Father, the Son is their Saviour, the 
Spirit of life has enabled them to receive the 
Son, and they are cme with him, he dwelling 
in their hearts by faith, and through him 
they are <Mie with his Father : As the Lord 
said in his prayer — "Neither pray I for 
these alone (the apostles) but for them also 
who shall believe on me through their word,, 
that they all may be one, as thou. Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us.** This prayer was for all the 
chosen of the Father, given to the Son^ re^^ 



188 

deemed by him, and in due time quickenefl 
by the Spirit, and brought into the same 
covenant relation, and partakers of the same 
covenant blessings, as Abraham w»« What 
was promised to him, was promised to all 
that walk in the steps of his faith, the 
whole Family and household of faith — It '^ 
as if God had said, Fear not, believer, 1 my- 
self, Jehovah in Trinity, will be your pre- 
sent salvation to shield you from all sins and 
enemies, and I myself will be your exceeding 
great reward. Who can tell what the be- 
liever shall then be, when this promise shall 
be fulfilled ? When he shall be brought as 
near to the God-head, as a creature can pos- 
sibly be, joined to the Lord Jesus by the Holy 
Spirit, an habitation of God through the 
Spirit, and through Jesus unto the Father, 
and in this holy and blessed communion, 
finding an eternal heaven of happiness, an 
exceeding great reward. When it is re- 
ceived in this its fulness it is a reward, but 
of grace, a gift of sovereign mercy — great, 
something worthy of the great God — like 
himself— exceeding great, eternally great* 
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O, Holy Ghost, keep the hope of it lively ; 
O make it every day more lively, till^ 
through thy bleasing, I come to kjK>w it ^i 

It IS* 

The Psalmist speaking of this happiness^ 
suits his descriptioQ to our present method 
of understanding spiritual things, as. they 
are imaged to us by material. The 
pleasures of our senses are made use of to 
give us ideas of that happiness which is to 
be found in God: for it is ail ia him ; he is 
lueavensi The enjoyment of him in ^ory 
is the heaven of heavens. ^' As for me^ I 
will behold thy face in righteousness, I shall 
lie satisfied wHen I awake with thy likeness : 
for thou wilt shew me the path of life, in thy 
presence is the fulness of joy, and at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore,^' AU 
this, great and endless as it is,, belongs to 
them who have God for their God : for 
when they are admitted into his presence 
they ^udl be made like him. O marvellous 
change-^capable of enjoying him, so as to 
be quite satisfied — ^finding in him a fulness 
of jc^-^pteasures divinely great^ abwidantjfi. 
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a river of pleasures — yea a fountain of plea- 
sures springing up into everlasting life. 
Every sense shall be gratified to the utter- 
most, and that for evermore. Bles&ed be 
God for this unspeakable gift. And has he 
not herein vouiAsafed us matter of triumph ?. 
May not the believer, ought he not, to re- 
joice with exceeding great joy, who has this 
prospect before him ? Who that is out of 
heaven can have more reason than he has ? 
Survey it, O my soul : take a narrow re-, 
view of it. Examine over and over again 
the Psalmist's description of it, and see what 
can be added to make it absolutely perfect. 
If nothing can, if it* be as full as God can 
make it, may my heart grow in holy desires 
afteir the glory that is to be revealed, and 
triumph in. the God of my salvation. 

Our Lord gives us the same description 
in these words, speaking to his apostles, " I 
appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me-^(in the surest, ful- 
lest manner that it can be conveyed) — ^that 
ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit upon thrones, judging thd 
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twelve tribes of Israel." The king of this 
holy land is Immanuel — God Jesus : He is 
the King of kings, the Lord creator of all 
world*, and the government of them all is 
upon' his shoulders, and the names of his re-> 
deemed are written upon his heart; For 
them he has made abundant provision, that 
they may feast with him at his table, and 
may be receiving out of his fulness every 
grace that can make them completely and 
eternally blessed : for they shall sit down with 
him upon his throne, and shall share with him 
in all his royalties, blessing and adoring him 
in their evciiiisiiug songs of triumph. ^^ Un-^ 
to him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father : 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen,'^ The apostle John calls upon 
us NOW to begin the heavenly song: and 
he would have us to do it with the sweetest 
melody in our hearts, praising our sovereign 
Lord, who has taken our nature into union 
with himself, in order that by his Spirit we 
might be joined to him our glorified head, 
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and might by faith partake of his holy and 
heavenly nature* No words can describe 
more fully the digmty to which by virtue of 
this union we shall be eacaltcd : rmf it is not 
to be conceiveii at present how great it will 
be. '^ Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God : therefore 
the world knoweth xts not, because it knew 
him not t Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be, but we know, that when he shall appear 
we shall be like him ; for we shall see him 
as he is : and every man thatli'ath this hope 

in him, purifieth himself even as he is pure," 
O what a dignity is this ! What upon earth 
is to be compared for one moment to it— *> 
Sons of God — Sons of Adam, who have 
borne the image of the earthly, advanced to 
bear the image of the heavenly. This is a 
glory which surpasseth all understanding. 
It did not yet appear as it is to the beloved 
John : he knew as much of it, as perhaps 
ever man did, but it was far greater than his 
knowledge. He knew it but in part : he 
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Was indeed sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is the earnest of our inherit- 
ance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession. But the earnest is not the inhe- 
ritance itself. It is only a pledge and a se- 
curity, that at the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
the great God and our Saviour, we shall be 
put into full possession. At present we have 
it in the promise of the God of truth ; and 
faith in his promise begets a hope, that will 
never make us ashamed : because it will 
keep us patiently waiting for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God, when wc shall come 
to the eternal enjoyment of all-^he riches, 
and pleasures, and honours of our sonship 
with Christ our glorified Head. 

The apostle would lead us also to consi- 
der the fountain from whence all this bles- 
sedness springs, from the Father — what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon ufe. The love expressed by this name^ . 
Father, has no parallel. It had no begin- 
ning, and it will have no ending. It is from 
ererlasting to everlasting-^ bringing with it 

R 



194 

out of its infinite ocean all the streams of 
grace, which make glad the city of God, and 
tiever stopping till it return with all the hap- 
py objects of his love to the same great ocean 
again. The apostle would have' Tts to be- 
hold, and to admire the miracles of the Fa- 
therms love, which he purposed and wrought 
out, and bestowed upon us, who are sinners 
even as others, and yet to the everlasting 
praise and glory of his grace— chosen- 
called-— eiFectii ally brought into the family 
and household of faith by the spirit of adop« 
tion, and ennobled— sons of God — what an 
exaltation— what a blesse d ness ! Made the 
children of God — heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ — with him who is Lord of 
all — ^admitted to share with him in his king- 
dom, his crown, his glories. According tp 
his own prayer, ** Father, I will that tljey 
also whom thou has given me be with me, 
where I am, that they may behold my glo- 
ry,'' may be with me, may be like me, O 
what an animating view is here for the high'*^ 
est rejoicing of feith and hc^ ! Christ by 
taking our nature iilto union with himself 
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iias advanced it into the greatest dignity of 
which it is capable : for it is heaven to be 
with him, where he is in his glory ; like him, 
conformed to that standard of all perfection 
in body and soul, perfectly and eternally. 
What a hope should this beget and cherish, 
even a hope full of glory and immortality I 
Especially as all this honour is according to 
the Father's covenant purposes : for whom 
he did foreknow, them he also did predesti- 
nate to be conformed to tlie image of hi» 
Son, that he might be the first-born among 
fnany brethren : moreover whom he did pre- 
destinate, them he also called, and whom he 
called, them he also justified, and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified. What shall 
we say to these things ? Can there be greater 
^race shown from the God of all grace ? Can 
there be higher honour conferred, than to be 
*o exalted from the depth of sin and misery^ 
as to be raised to the honours of sonship, 
even to a conformity to the Son of God. O 
what sentiments had that blessed man of it^ 
when he said, " As for me, I will behold thy 
face in righteousness; J shall besatisfieel 



when I awake after thy likeness ; for thotf 
wilt show me the path of life ; in thy pre- 
sence is the fulness of joy, and at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore,'* 
Conformity to Jesii^ tarings with Tt this ful- 
ness of joy i and the hope of it is an active 
and a lively grace : for every one that hath 
this' hope in him purifieth himself even as 
Christ is pure. This is the mark at which 
the believer aims, he wishes to be like Christ, 
and to be more like him : he would feel more 
of the power of the cross of Christ to cruci- 
fy in him the body of sin, and more of the 
power of the rise n Jesus, that there may be 
a real growth into him, and that in all things. 
Thus he purifies his heart and life by that 
faith in Jesus, of which the apostle thus 
speaks, " Brethren, I have not yet attained 
what I am striving for ; but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
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These are some of the scripture authori- 
ties, from which this conclusion may be fair- 
ly drawn, that a believer, whatever View he 
may take of himself, either from what he 
was, when dead in trespasses and sins, or 
from what he now is, quickened by the Spi* 
rit of Christ, and living by faith, yet crying 
out under a sense of his corruptions, O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver 
me ; yet he may thank God through Jesus 
Christ his Lord. For he is warranted, he is 
commanded to rejoice in the Lord always, 
and to triumph in the God of his salvation. 

And he has enough given him in hand to 
exercise that strong faith, which will admin- 
ister strong consolation, even great, very- 
great joy and peace in believing. For the 
word of God cannot be broken, his pro- 
mises cannot fail, his covenant engage- 
jnents are immutable, given as infallible 
security to the believer, that his faith may 
not stagger at any difficulty, but looking to 
a faithful God he may go on his way rejoiciijg 
in hope of the glory of God* 
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These arc some of the blessed efects of 
looking to Jesus, and living by faith upon 
him and his fulness. In this way there is 
continual matter of triumph. Let the belie- 
ver look back on 5»4iat he was by natm-e, or 
on what h^ is now in his renewed state by 
grace, or looking forward to the glory that 
is to be revealed at the appearing of his Sa- 
viour, when he shall be with him in the 
kingdom which cannot be moved, and shall 
be like him, all his members conformed to 
their most glorious Head, and partaking of 
his divine riches, and honours, and pleasures, 

what upon earth naiy exneeri simh a pros^ 

pect ! What can administer greater happi- 
ness, than to have the evidence of it kept 
clear and open ! What can make life more 
comfortable, and the end of our faith more 
desirable, than such great and blessed 
things ! promised and given most freely in 
time, yea, in the fullest manner that almigh- 
ty love can bestow them in eternity. 

For such mercies bless the Lord, O my 
soul ; and all that b within me, bless lu^ 
holy NamCt 
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O thou beginning and ending, the first and 
the last, the author and the finisher of the 
faith, Jehovah Jesus, I have been looking up 
to th^e for thy divine teaching, and I am still 
looking up to thee for thy divine blessing on 
this my oflFering. It is a poor mite, which 
I would cast into thy treasury, as my dying 
testimony for the truth and for the power 
of thy gospel. Be "pleased to accept it out 
of thine infinite condescension. Thou know- 
est the heart of thy servant : whatever is 
right in it is thine own, the work of thine 
own grace. Failings there are, and they are 

mine : of thy mercy pardon them. And 
make use of this little treatise, as it shall 

seem best to thy godly wisdom, for the in- 
crease of faith in ihy church, and for the ad- 
vancement of thine own fame and glory ; 
that more honour may be put upon thy word, 
more dependence exercised upon thy faith-^ 
fulness, and there may be a growing confor- 
mity to it in the hearts and lives of thy peo- 
ple. Be pleased, merciful Saviour, to ac- 
company the reading of it with thy Spirit for 
these purposes, and I shall be amply reward- 
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cd. May thy grace, the grace of ottr Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all. Amen. 




